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LIBERTY  OF  SPEECH 

The  danger  of  restricting  liberty  of  speech  even  zvhen  such  a  restriction 
aims  to  safeguard  democratic  principles,  is  discussed  elseivhere  in  this  issue. 
Belozv  is  reprinted,  in  condensed  form,  an  article  appearing  currently  in  "The 
Reconstructionist in  which  the  author,  Roland  B.  Gitelsohn,  rabbi  of  Rock- 
well Center,  Long  Island,  expresses  the  viezv  taken  by  those  who.  though  sin- 
cere liberals,  believe  that  some  action  must  be  taken  to  curb  factions  creating 
racial  dissension  through  lying  propaganda. — Ed. 


ONE  of  our  chief  troubles,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  that  up  to  now 
we  have  persisted  in  talking 
and  thinking  of  freedom  as  an  abstract 
ideal.  In  a  reasonably  decent  society 
we  could  still  afford  to  do  so.  But  this 
is  not  a  reasonably  decent  society. 
And  in  such  a  world  as  this  the  only 
freedom  that  can  possibly  have  mean- 
ing is  freedom  stated  in  terms  of  spe- 
cific and  positive  points  of  reference. 
There  is  no  freedom  per  se ;  there  is 
only  freedom  to  do  certain  things  or 
reach  certain  goals.  Let  me  state  it  as 
a  figure  of  speech :  sailors  who  are  far 
away  from  their  destination  on  an  un- 
charted sea  cannot  afford  to  throw 
away  their  compass  and  rely  only  on 
their  freedom  to  sail  in  whatever  di- 
rection they  choose.  It  should  be  un- 
necessary to  say  that  our  ship  of  so- 
ciety is  still  far — terribly  far — from  its 
port.  Our  civilization,  certainly  in  a 
social  and  economic  sense,  is  still  very 
much  in  the  process  of  becoming.  We 
need,  therefore,  to  keep  our  compass 
with  its  points  of  reference. 

Translating  our  figure  of  speech  into 
the  language  of  political  reahties,  what 
it  means  is  this : — in  our  world  at  any 
rate,  there  simply  cannot  be  equal  free- 
dom at  any  one  moment  for  Adolf 
Hitler  and  Eduard  Benes,  any  more 
than  there  can  be  for  Benito  Musso- 
lini and  Haile  Selassie.  And  of  course 
the  same  thing  applies  automatically 
to  their  satellites  and  stooges  in  this 
country.  For  the  time  being  at  least, 
the  only  choice  we  have  is  whose  free- 
dom shall  be  curbed  and  whose  shall 
be  extended.  We  must  make  up  our 
minds  whether  to  go  north  or  south. 


As  a  people  we  must  choose  between 
the  Hitlers  and  the  Beneses.  And  then, 
as  a  practical  necessity,  we  shall  grant 
or  deny  freedom  accordingly.  Thus 
far,  footnote  number  one. 

The  second  point  to  be  made  is  that, 
in  speaking  of  freedom,  we  must  dis- 
tinguish between  the  immediate  and 
the  ultimate.  Here  again  our  logic — 
or  lack  of  it — will  necessarily  be  col- 
ored by  the  crazy  sort  of  world  in 
which  we  live.  In  a  normal  world  it 
would  be  a  prime  and  irrefutable  axi- 
om that,  if  we  wanted  to  have  free- 
dom of  any  sort  next  year  our  very 
first  task  would  be  to  preserve  free- 
dom of  all  sorts  today.  But  again,  ours 
assuredly  is  not  a  normal  world.  In 
this  kind  of  world,  paradoxically 
enough,  granting  too  much  freedom 
right  now  may  kill  all  freedom  in  the 
future.  In  this  kind  of  world  we  must 
decide  whether  our  real  concern  is  the 
preservation  of  civil  liberties  just  for 
the  present  moment  or  for  all  time.  If 
it  is  the  latter,  then  we  may  have  to 
deny  those  liberties  for  the  present  to 
those  who  would  obviously  invoke 
them  only  to  destroy  them.  It  is  here 
that  we  must  essay  the  admittedly  dif- 
ficult task  of  judging  the  motives  and 
intentions  of  those  who  assume  the 
protective  coloration  of  democratic  slo- 
gans in  a  democratic  environment.  He 
who  courts  a  maiden  with  poetry  to- 
day the  better  to  rape  her  tomorrov\- 
is  surely  no  less  a  blackguard  than  he 
who  dispenses  with  the  poetic  for- 
malities and  preliminaries.  Our  Nazis, 
whose  civil  liberties  some  of  us  have 
been  so  ready  to  defend,  are  embark- 
ed on  just  such  a  course  as  that. 


Perhaps  one  very  necessary  word  of 
caution  is  in  order : — I  do  not  for  one 
fleeting  moment  suggest  that,  because 
such  Liberal  dogmas  as  free  speech  and 
self-determination  have  been  so  horri- 
bly and  abominably  distorted  in  some 
spheres,  we  ourselves  must  therefore 
abandon  them.  But  again,  it  becomes 
a  matter  of  judging  motives  in  decid- 
ing who  does  and  who  does  not  merit 
the  protection  of  those  dogmas.  Does 
any  intelligent  observer  doubt  the  in- 
tentions of  our  Nazis  or  what  they 
would  unquestionably  do  about  free- 
dom once  we  obligingly  helped  them 
to  power?  Does  any  Liberal  deny  that 
in  such  a  case  our  fate  would  be  ex- 
actly and  precisely  that  of  the  one- 
time Liberals  of  Weimar  and  Madrid? 
They,  too,  believed  in  absolute  liberty. 
They  were  squeamish  about  curbing 
the  rights  of  their  fascists  too.  Unless 
we  here  in  this  land  are  stubbornly 
and  stupidly  blind,  we  shall  take  their 
epitaph  quite  literally  as  a  danger  sign 
for  ourselves.  Perhaps  it  is  true  that 
by  so  doing  we  shall,  to  some  extent, 
detract  from  the  full  glory  of  demo- 
cracy, but  the  alternative  is  to  risk 
killing  it  altogether. 

We  cannot  afford  to  argue  the  mat- 
ter any  longer  in  a  vacuum  isolated 
from  compelling  realities.  We  might 
win  the  argument,  and  that  would  be 
fatal ;  it  would  be  another  case  of  "op- 
eration successful,  patient  died."  We 
would  have  convinced  every  reason- 
able person  that  we  were  right,  but  by 
then  we,  together  with  all  such  rea- 
sonable persons,  would  have  been 
safely  pastured  off  in  some  concentra- 
tion camp  and  our  ship  would  be  head- 
ed south.  Before  that  happens,  and  be- 
fore it  becomes  too  late,  we  Liberals 
must  begin  to  restrict  the  freedom  of 
those  who  would  use  their  freedom 
only  to  destroy  our  own. 

Surely  a  prohibition  against  training 
and  equipping  all  kinds  of  private  ar- 
mies is  a  restriction  of  freedom  which 
in  the  end  may  help  to  preserve  free- 
dom. The  same  is  true  of  the  pro- 
{Continued  on  page  20) 
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"JUST  BETWEEN  OURSELVES" 

An  Intimate  Chat  Between  Rabbi  and  Reader 


SOMETIME  ago  I  attended,  in 
company  with  some  other  rabbis, 
a  gathering  of  a  well  known  Jew- 
ish congregation.  It  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  celebration,  to  commemorate  an 
important  epoch  in  the  life  of  that 
synagogue.  After  the  dinner  we  were 
to  enjoy  a  long  program,  which  was 
specially  prepared  for  the  occasion  by 
the  committe  in  charge. 

I  very  well  appreciate  the  fact  that 
a  program  for  such  an  event  cannot 
consist  only  of  speeches  and  addresses, 
no  matter  how  good  the  speeches  may 
be,  or  how  brilliant  the  speakers. 
There  is  a  definite  place  on  a  program 
of  this  type  for  music  and  singing  and 
other  forms  of  entertainment  to  lift  the 
audience  to  artistic  appreciation  and 
to  help  create  that  joyous  mood  and 
atmosphere  essential  to  a  celebration. 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  the 
entertainment  should  be  in  keeping 
with  the  event,  with  the  place  and  with 
the  occasion  commemorated.  Imagine 
our  astonishment  when  we  were  sud- 
denly presented  with  a  program  that 
one  would  expect  to  see  at  a  night 
club  or  ordinary  cafe.  Instead  of  the 
program  elevating  the  audience  it  in- 
stantly lowered  the  whole  tone  of  the 
function  to  a  common-place  level.  Not 
one  of  the  speakers  could  afterwards 
transform  the  atmosphere. 

It  wasn't  only  because  the  enter- 
tainment was  out-of-place.  It  seems  to 
me  that  Jewish  groups  ought  to  realize 
that  in  our  present  mode  of  life  every 
man  and  woman  has  ample  opportun- 
ity to  enjoy  the  best  of  music  and 
other  entertainment.  With  the  theatre, 
the  movie  and  the  radio  at  our  con- 
stant disposal,  of  what  value  is  it  to 
duplicate  at  specifically  Jewish  func- 
tions the  entertainment  that  these 
agencies  oflfer?  It  does  not  require 
much  intelligence  to  realize  that  at  a 
Jewish  gathering  the  occasion  should 
be  utilized  to  create  a  new  apprecia- 
tion of  the  artistic  productions  of  our 
own  people.  One  could  and  should  ex- 
pect to  see  the  best  of  the  new  Jewish 
talents,  and  to  hear  the  latest  creations 
in  Jewish  music,  in  Jewish  song  and 
in  other  forms  of  Jewish  entertain- 
ment. Every  once  in  a  while  there 
comes  to  our  shore  a  new  singer  or 
dancer  from  Palestine,  who  can  inter- 


pret for  the  American  Jew  the  latest 
artistic  developments  of  the  new  Jew- 
ish life  in  Eretz  Israel.  Should  we  not 
expect  to  see  and  to  hear  these  talents 
at  our  Synagogue  and  other  Jewish 
functions?  And  yet,  few  indeed  are 
the  Jewish  groups  that  realize  this 
truth,  and,  instead,  at  all  entertain- 
ments —  charitable,  religious  and  edu- 
cational— we  are  burdened  with  a  host 
of  singers,  comedians  and  dancers  who 
repeat  for  us  what  we  see  every  day 
on  the  screen  and  hear  every  day  on 
the  radio. 

One  of  the  old  rabbis  tells  us  that  in 
the  ancient  Temple  built  by  King  Sol- 
omon the  windows  were  set  in  a  pecu- 
liar fashion.  They  were  very  narrow 
inside  the  Temple,  but  very  wide  on 
the  outside,  the  windows  of  all  other 
buildings  were  just  the  reverse — wide 
on  the  inside  and  narrow  on  the  out- 
side. What  the  rabbi  meant  to  tell  us 
was  that  in  all  other  buildings  the  light 
was  to  come  from  the  outside  and 
illumine  as  much  as  possible  the  in- 
side of  the  structure,  while  the  light 
from  the  Temple  could  illumine  the 
surrounding  territory. 

The  Jewish  Synagogue  was  a  pow- 
er in  Jewish  life  because  its  light  ra- 
diated the  entire  life  of  the  Jew  out- 
side of  the  Synagogue.  The  tragedy 
of  the  synagogue  today  is  that  we  per- 
mit the  light  of  the  outside  to  drown 
out  the  inner  life  of  the  sanctuary 
and  to  penetrate  even  our  Sanctum 
Sanctorum. 

Let  us  learn  to  realize  that  within 
our  Synagogues,  and  at  all  Jewish 
functions,  entertainment  must  be  wor- 
thy of  the  occasion,  and  only  such  en- 
tertainment should  be  encouraged  that 
will  tend  to  give  the  Jew  a  new  ap- 
preciation and  a  finer  understanding 
of,  and  a  higher  joy  in,  the  creative 
spirit  of  his  own  people  and  his  own 
civilization. 


AXIS  ACTIVITIES 

AT  the  German  Colonial  Exhibi- 
tion held  recently  in  Vienna,  ex- 
hibits from  the  two  German  Colonies 
in  Palestine  were  shown.  However,  at 
the  Palestine  booth,  a  typical  Nazi 
propaganda  pamphlet  was  distributed 
which  related  that  the  German  Col- 
onies were  being  "persecuted"  by  the 
Jewish  residents  of  Palestine. 

*  *  * 

Because  the  vicious  anti-Semitic  pa- 
per, Der  Stuermer,  agitated  against  the 
celebration  of  the  Shevuoth  holidays 
"as  a  symbol  of  world  domination," 
the  Jewish  communal  leaders  advised 
all  Jews  in  Austria  and  Germany  not 
to  conduct  public  services  but  to  re- 
cite their  holiday  prayers  in  their 
homes. 

Jews  in  Germany  are  being  steadily 
pushed  into  a  "ghetto."  By  June  10th, 
all  Jews  were  to  be  evicted  from 
houses  not  Jewish  owned.  They  were 
also  to  be  banned  from  the  9  main 
streets  of  Berlin  and  from  parts  of  the 
West  End  of  Berlin. 

*  *  * 

Following  its  German  ally,  Italy  is 
moving  swiftly  to  eliminate  Jewish 
participation  in  Italian  life.  Stringent 
measures  were  passed  to  achieve  this 
purpose,  including  provisions  for  a 
commission  to  decide  upon  the  pro- 
perty and  commercial  rights  of  Jews. 
All  racist  clauses  in  wills  are  declared 
invalid,  racism  being  defined  as  the 
willing  of  property  to  a  person  with 
the  provision  that  he  remain  a  Jew. 
Likewise,  as  in  Germany,  Italy  passed 
a  measure  which  provided  for  the 
compulsory  assumption  by  Italian  Jews 
of  a  surname  indicating  their  Jewish- 
ness. 

*  *  * 

And  A  Sequel 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  here 
in  the  United  States  the  "Sons  of 
Italy,"  a  fraternal  lodge,  has  decided 
to  offset  the  pernicious  racist  propa- 
ganda carried  on  in  Europe  by  setting 
up  a  Bureau  of  Good-Will,  to  be  op- 
erated at  its  headquarters  in  New 
York  City.  The  function  of  this  bu- 
reau was  set  forth  by  Santa  Modica, 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  lodge,  who 
said  "the  aims  of  this  bureau  is  to  pro- 
mote brotherhood  and  settle  any  dis- 
pute caused  by  discriminatory  acts. 
To  effectuate  such,  the  cooperation  of 
the  most  oustanding  Hebrew  institu- 
tions is  assured." 
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Laws  to  Prohibit  Anti-Semitic  Propaganda 


GENERALLY,  whenever  a  group 
of  people  discuss  anti-Semitism 
someone  says :  "There  ought  to 
be  a  law  against  it !" 

And  many  people  agree  with  this 
sentiment.  Few  intelligent  persons 
doubt  that  anti-Semites  are  a  danger 
to  democracy,  that  they  are  in  the 
forefront  of  the  fascist  movement  in 
America.  Claiming  to  be  patriots,  they 
pepper  their  "patriotism"  with  hate 
and  try  to  link  the  Jews  with  Com- 
munism. Like  their  kinsmen  abroad, 
they  pick  on  the  Jews  because  the  lat- 
ter have  always  been  a  convenient 
minority  to  persecute.  Thus  they  get 
a  rallying  cry.  By  stirring  up  racial 
and  religious  prejudices,  these  em- 
bryonic fascists  would  set  the  mob 
shouting  for  blood.  When  public  at- 
tention is  distracted  to  the  "Jewish 
question,"  they  expect  to  seize  control 
of  the  government.  These  are  the  same 
tactics  used  by  Hitler  in  his  rise  to 
power. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  pro- 
ponents of  laws  prohibiting  anti-Sem- 
itic propaganda  mean  well.  Most  of 
us  join  with  them  in  denouncing  any 
preachment  of  racial  or  religious  hat- 
red. However,  the  problem  is  not  as 
simple  as  it  might  seem.  To  enact  a 
law  is  relatively  easy.  The  difficulty 
arises  from  the  fact  that  a  statute  pass- 
ed to  cure  a  malignant  sore  may  act- 
ually infect  the  whole  body  politic 
with  a  fatal  disease. 

Most  of  these  proposed  laws  would 
make  it  a  crime  to  incite,  promote  or 
advocate  any  hatred,  violence  or  hos- 
tility against  any  person  or  group  be- 
cause of  race,  color,  religion  or  man- 
ner of  worship.  Under  the  ban  would 
be  books,  magazines,  pamphlets,  or 
circulars,  written  or  printed  in  any 
language;  emblems,  pictures,  radio 
talks ;  or  any  speech,  statement  or  de- 
claration made  "in  the  presence  of  two 
or  more  persons."  Such  a  statute  is 
now  the  law  of  New  Jersey,  but  for- 
tunately it  failed  to  pass  in  the  New 
York  State  Legislature. 

If  we  had  such  a  law  Fritz  Kuhn 
and  his  Bundites  would  have  to  cease 
their  anti-Semitic  campaign  or  be  jail- 
ed;  Father  Coughlin  could  not  broad- 
cast his  anti-Jewish  speeches,  nor 
could  his  magazine  be  sold  openly  on 
the  streets;  the  followers  of  the  vari- 
ous "shirt"  organizations  would  have 
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to  still  their  propaganda  against  the 
Jewish  people. 

That  is  one  side  of  the  picture — the 
happy  one.  On  the  other  side  we  can 
see  the  Bill  of  Rights —  with  its  pre- 
cious provision  for  freedom  of  speech 
and  press — being  destroyed  for  all  of 
us  in  the  attempt  to  do  away  with 
these  alien  doctrines. 

That  may  sound  strange,  but  an  ex- 
amination of  the  wording  of  any  of 
these  proposed  statutes  will  show  that 
this  statement  is  based  on  fact.  These 
laws  would  forbid  the  "incitement  or 
advocacy"  of  any  "hatred,  violence  or 
hostility."  What  do  these  words  mean? 

Can  you  distinguish  between  an  "in- 
citement" and  a  mere  expression  of 
an  opinion  ?  The  great  Oliver  Wen- 
dell Holmes  recognized  the  problem 
when  he  wrote : 

"Every  idea  is  an  incitement.  It  of- 
fers itself  for  belief  and  if  believed,  it 
is  acted  upon  unless  some  other  belief 
outweighs  it,  or  some  failure  of  energy 
stifles  the  movement  at  its  birth.  The 
only  difference  between  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  and  an  incitement  in  the 
narrower  sense  is  the  speaker's  en- 
thusiasm for  the  result." 

In  other  words,  if  any  of  us  force- 
fully expresses  an  opinion  on  certain 
subjects,  we  will  be  inviting  a  jail 
sentence  or  fine. 

What  is  the  "hatred  or  hostilitly" 
which  would  be  prohibited  by  these 
proposed  laws?  Would  not  an  article 
advocating  birth  control  be  hostile  to 
the  Catholic  Church?  How  far  could 
a  person  go  in  condemning  circumci- 
sion without  inciting  hatred  of  the 
Jews  ? 

The  answer  to  these  and  thousands 
of  other  queries  would  have  to  be 
given  by  judges  (and  juries)  upon 
whom  the  burden  of  enforcement  of 
these  laws  would  fall.  The  enactment 
of  laws  against  racism  and  religious 
hatred  would  mean  the  removal  of  the 
altar  and  rostrum  from  the  temples  to 
the  law  courts.  The  latter  would  have 
to  become  judges  of  religious  truth. 
Instead  of  the  freedom  of  discussion 
which  we  now  have,  topics  of  public 
interest,  particularly  religion,  would 
have  to  be  talked  about  in  hushed,  se- 
cretive whispers  —  for  usually  these 
laws  propose  to  stop  the  incitement 
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of  hostility  "in  the  presence  of  two  or 
more  persons."  Charges  of  prejudice 
might  be  raised  against  members  of 
all  creeds  and  religious  and  anti-reli- 
gious groups  —  even  against  the  Jews 
for  attacking  the  Nazis,  since  the  lat- 
ter claim  to  he  a  race. 

The  judges  who  would  have  to  de- 
cide these  cases  would  have  the  power 
to  determine  which  ideas  are  "right" 
and  which  are  "wrong."  Can  we  en- 
trust this  power  to  any  group  of  mor- 
tal men  and  still  keep  our  freedom? 
And  would  not  this  be  the  first  step 
toward  the  stiflling  of  opposing,  and 
often  progresssive  thoughts?  We  do 
not  wish  to  imply  that  racial  or  reli- 
gious hatred  is  progressive.  Far  from 
it.  The  difficulty  is  in  determining  ex- 
actly what  is  to  be  banned.  The 
"wrong"  ideas  of  yesterday  are  fre- 
quently the  "right"  ideas  of  today. 

It  is  not  so  difficult  to  determine 
whether  an  action  is  in  violation  of 
civil  liberty  or  an  actual  preparation 
for  the  use  of  force,  but  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  decide  whether  an  idea 
is  dangerous  or  harmful.  Ideas  are 
never  static.  If  they  are  repressed,  pro- 
gress must  stop  and  democracy  end. 
When  one  man  or  a  group  of  men, 
whether  or  not  they  are  cloaked  in 
judicial  robes,  can  penalize  their  fel- 
lows for  evil  thoughts,  democracy  is 
endangered.  In  the  hands  of  an  un- 
scrupulous individual,  such  power  can 
lead  to  the  stiflling  of  all  discussion. 
This  is  the  material  from  which  tyran- 
ny and  dictatorship  are  built.  It  is  the 
gibbet  upon  which  democracy  and 
freedom  will  swing. 

The  problem  was  excellently  set 
forth  by  Justice  Holmes  when  he  said : 

"Hasty  resentment  and  unreason- 
able rancor  may  perhaps  be  expected 
of  special  groups,  but  when  authorities 
surrender  to  these  groups,  adopt  their 
rancor  and  resentment,  and  tolerate 
their  methods  of  reprisal,  they  aban- 
don processes  established  by  our  his- 
tory. Such  abandonment,  in  defying 
traditions,  injures  more  than  its  vic- 
tims." 

All  this  does  not  mean  that  these 
incipient  fascists  have  a  free  hand  and 
can  do  what  they  wish.  Any  violent 
action  on  their  part  will,  of  course, 
be  punished.  However,  under  our  free- 
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dom  of  speecli  and  press,  they  can 
say  what  they  wish  ahout  the  Jews  as 
a  whole,  just  as  one  may  of  the  Pro- 
testants, Catholics,  Democrats  or 
Smiths,  because  these  groups  are  so 
large  and  indefinite  that  their  mem- 
bers may  not  be  easily  distinguished 
from  the  others.  However  the  law  will 
punish  one  who  writes  or  publishes 
any  statements  which  impute  to  an- 
other hatred,  ridicule  or  contempt. 
That  is  called  criminal  libel.  To  en- 
large this  rule  to  include  groups  which 
are  loosely  knit  together  (for  example, 
the  Jews),  will  cut  down  our  right  to 
express  opinions  on  many  subjects  of 
public  interest. 

New  Jersey  has  a  law  which  would 
punish  anyone  who  incites  hatred  be- 
cause of  religion,  race  or  manner  of 
worship.  Since  its  passage  in  1935,  it 
has  only  been  applied  three  times  — 
against  the  "Jehovah's  Witnesses,"  a 
harmless  religious  sect  which  does  not 
accept  some  of  the  usual  forms  of  wor- 
ship. Applying  the  law  against  them 
has  been  tantamount  to  an  attack  on 
the  freedom  of  religion. 

In  these  days  when  the  protection 
of  the  right  to  speak,  write  and  wor- 
ship as  we  please  are  needed  more 
than  ever,  no  laws  should  be  enacted 
or  enforced  which  deny  these  liberties 
to  anyone  —  even  those  we  do  not 
like. 

Liberty  is  not  a  prize  won  in  a  bingo 
game.  You  cannot  tuck  it  under  your 
arm  and  go  home  to  rest.  The  fact 
that  our  ancestors  fought  wars  and 
won  their  freedom  does  not  mean  that 
we  can  rest  on  their  laurels.  As  Pat- 
rick Henry  said  in  his  "Give  me  lib- 
erty or  give  me  death"  speech,  "If 
we  wish  to  be  free,  we  must  fight." 
That  battle  must  be  against  any  at- 
tempt to  deprive  the  people  of  the 
freedom  of  speech,  no  matter  how 
good  a  reason  we  may  have  for  doing 
so.  Free  speech  means  not  only  free 
speech  for  those  who  agree  with  us, 
but  also  for  the  demogogue  and  the 
bigot  who  seek  to  propagate  objec- 
tionable theories. 

"But,"  argue  the  proponents  of  these 
proposed  laws  against  anti-Semitism, 
"permitting  these  fascists  to  say  what 
they  wish  is  giving  them  enough  rope 
to  hang  all  of  their  opponents.  If  they 
succeed  in  spreading  their  doctrines 
and  come  to  power,  they  would  deny 
that  right  of  speech  to  all  who  oppose 
them.  Since  they  would  abuse  the  lib- 
erty of  speech  by  denying  it  to  others, 
they  do  not  deserve  it.  Therefore  the 
State,  in  self  protection,  must  gag  them 


THOSE  who  follow  the  career  of 
the  distinguished  head  of  the 
Zionist  Organization  of  America, 
Dr.  Solomon  Goldman,  must  marvel 
at  his  remarkable  and  tireless  energy. 
Working  so  strenuously  as  the  spirit- 
ual head  of  one  of  the  largest  congre- 
gations in  America,  and  as  a  popular 
platform  speaker,  in  behalf  of  the 
causes  so  dear  to  his  heart,  he  finds 
time  nevertheless  to  publish  books  that 
give  evidence  of  his  vast  knowledge, 
his  penetrating  mind  and  his  keen 
power  of  analysis. 

His  most  recent  work,  "Crisis  and 
Decision,"  (Harper  &  Bros.,  N.  Y.) 
is  a  brilliant  discussion  of  the  many 
problems  that  face  the  Jew  and  the 
world  of  our  day.  It  is  a  compilation 
of  a  number  of  articles  and  addresses, 
written  and  delivered  on  various  occa- 
sions. But  in  all  of  them  the  reader 
finds  a  passionate  devotion  to  all  that 
is  true  and  beautiful  in  the  life  of  the 
Jew,  a  prophet-like  denunciation  of 
the  faults  and  the  failings  that  today 
abound  in  Jewish  life,  and  an  earnest 


while  it  can." 

Convincing  as  this  argument  may 
seem,  it  is  based  on  a  false  premise. 
Freedom  of  speech  is  not  a  privilege 
in  the  United  States — it  is  a  natural 
right,  reaffirmed  by  the  Constitution. 
It  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  or  with- 
drawn from  any  of  the  populace  by 
transient  government  leaders  or  legis- 
lators. It  is  the  foundation  upon  which 
American  life  is  based. 

To  withdraw  that  right  from  some 
of  the  people  and  still  reserve  it  for 
others  is  a  program  which  will  event- 
ually suppress  all  groups  except  the 
increasingly  narrow  one  which  is  in 
the  saddle  of  government.  For  thus  is 
begun  a  precedent  —  the  power  to 
deny  the  right  to  speak  of  those  who 
disagree  with  us.  "Whoever  would 
overthrow  the  liberty  of  a  nation,  must 
begin  by  subduing  the  freedom  of 
speech,"  asserted  the  wise  Ben  Frank- 
lin. 

The  way  to  fight  these  hate  pro- 
grams is  not  by  prohibiting  them,  but 
by  exposing  them,  and  by  education 
of  the  people.  If  we  try  to  gag  them, 
they  will  become  underground  move- 
ments, and  much  more  dangerous.  The 
mask  of  false  patriotism  must  be  rip- 


plea  for  the  Jew  to  be  true  to  all  that 
is  best  and  noblest  in  his  own  tradi- 
tion. He  finds  the  root  of  the  Jewish 
tragedy  in  the  Galut,  and  the  greatest 
curse  of  the  Galut  is  thinking  of 
ourselves  with  the  minds  of  others. 
What  troubles  the  author  is  the  fact 
that  the  Jew  no  longer  understands 
himself.  "In  antiquity  and  in  the  Mid- 
dle Ages  the  character  and  destiny  of 
the  Jewish  people  puzzled  only  the 
gentiles ;  in  modern  times  they  bewil- 
der the  Jew  more  than  anyone  else." 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  chapters  in 
the  book  is  "Jews  and  Christians,"  in 
which  he  proves  how  the  early  Chris- 
tians were  dispised  and  attacked  through 
the  same  arguments  that  are  now 
used  by  the  anti-Semites  against  the 
Jews.  It  is  a  chapter  which  ought  to 
be  read  by  all  intelligent  Christians, 
for  they  would  then  get  a  new  under- 
standing of  the  true  cause  of  that  big- 
otry and  intolerance  which  infest  so 
large  a  part  of  the  world.  But  whether 
he  discusses  anti-Semitism,  Palestine, 
(Continued  on  page  21) 


ped  from  their  faces  and  their  true 
characters  shown  to  all.  Two  recent 
cases  in  which  this  has  been  done  are 
the  work  of  the  Dies  Committee  and 
that  of  Stanley  High,  who  wrote  a 
splendid  article  in  the  Saturday  Even- 
ing Post  (March  27,  1939), 'entitled 
"Star-Spangled  P'ascists." 

Perhaps  the  best  solution  to  this 
problem  will  also  settle  another  of  our 
difficulties — the  economic.  Hate  move- 
ments feed  heartily  upon  poverty  and 
joblessness.  Any  effort  toward  better- 
ing the  general  social  and  economic 
conditions  of  the  country  will  automa- 
tically quiet  racial  and  religious  anta- 
gonism. 

Some  laws  may  be  enacted  against 
fascist  groups  without  endangering 
our  freedom.  Examples  of  these  are 
statutes  which  prohibit  military  uni- 
forms, drills  and  arms  in  the  hands  of 
private  organizations,  and  those  which 
ban  racial  or  religious  discrimination 
in  government  and  public  utility  em- 
ployment and  in  housing.  But  we  must 
remember  that  democracy  is  a  process 
- — not  an  end.  It  is  a  means  of  living. 
To  maintain  it,  the  right  of  discussion 
must  be  jealously  guarded  against  any 
attack — even  by  those  who  mean  well. 
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^^|N  full  justice,  Ernst  Toller's 
I  name  retains  its  pure  and  clear 
I  sound  throughout  the  civilized 
world.  The  emotion  and  sorrow  which 
we  feel  at  this  grievous  hour  are  some- 
what eased,  for  all  of  us  who  are  as- 
sembled around  his  bier  know  that  in 
spirit  are  with  us  now  thousands  in 
our  unhappy  fatherland  and  as  many 
thousands  in  foreign  countries,  all  of 
whom  are  paying  homage  to  a  dead 
fighter." 

Thus  spoke  Oskar  Maria  Graf, 
president  of  the  German  -  American 
Writers  Association  and  a  personal 
friend  of  Toller,  at  the  funeral  of  the 
great  dramatist.  That  he  spoke  the 
truth  none  will  deny.  Literally  mil- 
lions of  people  grieved  when  Ernst 
Toller  committed  suicide.  For  Ernst 
Toller  was  more  than  just  a  great  dra- 
matist. He  was  a  symbol  of  the  frus- 
trations and  aspirations  of  his  gene- 
ration, of  its  disillusionment  with  war, 
of  its  hope  for  a  better  world,  of  its 
bitter  struggle  against  that  most  harm- 
ful social  virus  of  our  day — Fascism. 
But  why  did  this  great  symbol  of 
strength,  this  powerful  fighter  against 
universal  oppression,  suddenly  see  fit 
to  kill  himself?  Was  it  some  personal 
trouble?  Or  rather  was  it  his  pessini- 
ism  about  the  success  of  reaction  in 
the  world — in  Germany,  Spain,  Pal- 
estine? In  any  event,  the  world  stands 
with  bowed  head  paying  homage  to 
Toller's  flame-like  zeal  for  justice  and 
democracy.  A  great  and  venerable  hu- 
man is  with  us  no  more.  But  his  spirit 
endures. 

Born  in  1893  in  pre- World  War 
militaristic  Germany,  Toller  was  des- 
tined to  undergo  the  profoundly  cata- 
clysmic transformations  of  that  nation. 
In  his  powerful,  sincere  autobiography, 
"I  Was  A  German,"  Toller  has  given 
a  moving,  vivid  portrait  of  some  of 
these  formative  experiences.  Of  Jew- 
ish parentage,  the  most  poignant  and 
searing  memories  of  his  childhood 
were  the  persecutions  he  suffered  be- 
cause he  was  a  Jew.  Little  Use,  his 
baby  playmate,  was  told  in  his  pre- 
sence to  keep  away  from  him  lest  his 
Jewishness  infect  her  in  some  inscrut- 
able manner.  Often  he  would  be  beset 
by  bands  of  young  hooligans  shouting : 
"Yah  to  you,  dirty  Jew — Jew  Boy, 
Jew  Boy."  No  doubt  these  childhood 
experiences  sowed  the  seeds  of  a  deep 
hatred  of  racial  oppression  and  a  love 


for  equality  and  liberty. 

As  childhood  developed  into  mature 
youth.  Toller  attended  the  Rcalgymna- 
sium,  and  was  subjected  to  the  teach- 
ings of  German  militarism  and  nation- 
alism. Later,  he  frequented  national- 
ist circles  and  eagerly  absorbed  their 
teaching  that  France  was  the  tradi- 
tional enemy  of  Germany  and  that  na- 
tional glory  was  the  most  important 
mission  on  earth.  It  was  true,  of 
course,  tliat  by  this  time  his  essential- 
ly idealistic  nature  had  begun  to  ex- 
press itself.  He  chose  in  preference  to 
the  gambling  table  and  the  brothel 
the  writing  of  poetry  and  the  study  of 
such  literary  figures  as  Hauptmann, 
W^edekind,  Strindberg,  and  Ibsen,  and 
philosophers  like  Kant  and  Nietzche. 
But  the  outbreak  of  Austria-Serbian 
hostilities  and  the  assassination  of 
Jaures  found  Toller  overbubbling  with 
the  enthusiasm  of  millions  of  other 
young  men  in  Germany  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Dcutchland  Uber  Alles. 
Enlisting  in  the  artillery,  Toller  proved 
a  most  valuable  soldier,  rising  to  the 
rank  of  corporal  and  volunteering  for 
the  most  dangerous  actions. 

His  fine,  sensitive  nature,  however, 
was  revolted  by  the  human  slaughter. 
Toller  never  forgot  the  agony  he  saw, 
and  shot  through  his  literary  creations 
are  portraits  of  the  human  holocaust 
which  rank  with  Henri  Barbusse  and 
Erich  Remarque  in  horror-provoking 
power.  Toller,  for  example,  describes 
the  horrible  efYect  on  him  of  the  slow 
agonizing  death  of  the  German  soldier 
who  hung  for  three  days  on  the  bar- 
bed wire  entanglement  shrieking  terri- 
bly. And  at  another  time  he  tells  of  his 
horror  when  he  dug  up  human  entrails 
while  digging  a  ditch.  His  disillusion- 
ment with  war  was  most  profound. 
He  applied  for  transfer  to  the  air  force 
to  get  away  from  mass  living  and 
mass  dying.  But  his  spiritual  illness 
was  translated  into  the  physical  sphere. 
He  landed  in  a  hospital,  seriously  ill, 
and  was  soon  discharged  as  incapa- 
citated for  war.  He  left  the  hospital 
a  confirmed,  militant  pacifist,  deter- 
mined to  do  whatever  possible  to  end 
the  war. 

Ernst  Toller  wrote  his  first  great 
drama  at  this  time,  Die  Wandhmg, 
"Transfiguration."  In  this  work,  the 
hero  is  Frederick,  a  young  Jewish 


sculptor,  obviously  Ernst  Toller  him- 
self. There  is  a  prologue  in  which  War 
Death,  dressed  in  military  clothes,  and 
Peace  Death,  dressed  in  silk  hat  and 
gloves,  engage  in  argument  and  drill 
troops  in  a  cemetery  while  they  lis- 
ten to  the  clack,  clack,  clack  of  men's 
bones.  Frederick  believes  that  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Fatherland  is  the 
greatest  human  ideal.  He  sets  about 
modeling  in  his  studio  a  huge  statue  of 
national  glory.  War  interrupts  and  he 
rushes  off  to  war,  happy  in  the  belief 
that  war  is  a  uniting  force  for  the 
German  nation.  War  in  all  its  brutal 
terror,  with  scenes  such  as  that  of 
skeletons  dangling  from  barbed  wire 
and  the  outraging  of  a  girl  by  a  mob 
of  soldiers,  transforms  Frederick.  He 
returns  to  his  studio,  smashes  his  mas- 
terpiece of  National  Glory.  He  has 
come  to  feel  that  Humanity  is  much 
more  important  than  anything  else — 
than  even  Fatherland  or  War.  True 
idealism  means  brotherly  love  among 
all  mankind.  The  play  ends  with  Fred- 
erick armed  with  this  pacifist  human- 
ism, leading  the  German  people  against 
war.  This  powerful  play,  written  in 
the  expressionist  manner,  was  played 
very  widely  in  Germany,  when  the  re- 
volution broke  out  in  1918. 

Like  Frederick,  Toller  threw  himself 
into  the  fight  to  end  the  war.  Through 
the  "Young  German's  Cultural  and 
Political  Union,"  he  was  involved  in 
a  strike  of  the  munitions  workers  and 
taken  to  prison  for  a  short  time.  This 
experience  had  brought  him  into  con- 
tact with  Kurt  Eisner,  an  independent 
Social-Democrat  who  became  Premier 
of  the  Bavarian  Republic.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1919,  Eisner  was  murdered  by 
Count  Arco,  who  later  came  to  great 
honor  in  Hitler's  Reich  as  the  result 
of  this  deed.  Young  Ernst  Toller 
stepped  forward  to  take  Eisner's  place. 
Nobody  knew  this  young  soldier  ex- 
cept for  his  fine  poems.  But  his  hand- 
some, animated  face  could  be  seen  ris- 
ing before  the  mob  at  every  meeting. 
His  eloquence,  his  youthfulness,  his 
ability  to  impart  his  genuine  hatred 
against  the  powers  that  were  respon- 
sible for  the  war  and  the  death  of  Kurt 
Eisner — this  moved  the  mass  to  accept 
him  as  their  leader.  To  them  he  was 
a  symbol  —  he  was  Youth,  the  mis- 
treated soldier  of  the  World  War. 
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^^'he^  General  Epp's  "white" 
troops  advanced  on  Munich  to  put  a 
bloody  end  to  the  Republic  of  Coun- 
cils and  to  set  up  a  reactionary  mili- 
tary dictatorship,  Ernst  Toller  took 
over  the  command  of  the  democratic 
troops.  Toller  directed  and  lost  the 
Battle  of  Dachau  to  the  better-equip- 
ped and  numerically  superior  troops. 
He  then  had  to  stand  trial  and  was 
sentenced  to  five  years  political  deten- 
tion in  the  Bavarian  fortress  of  Nie- 
derschonfeld.  Here  he  wrote  some  of 
his  finest  poems  and  dramas.  He  wrote 
there  his  "Swallow-book,"  which  ranks 
with  Paul  Bunyan's  "Pilgrim's  Pro- 
gress" and  Oscar  Wilde's  "Ballad  of 
Reading  Gaol"  as  a  great  prison  clas- 
sic. Herein  he  articulated  the  abysmal 
loneliness,  the  vital  experiences  of  his 
prison  years.  A  swallow's  nest  in  his 
cell  is  the  prisoner's  solace.  He  poured 
out  in  poems  the  innermost  springs 
of  his  soul  to  the  pathetic  little  swal- 
low. One  day,  alas !  the  unkindly  war- 
den took  away  Toller's  last  bond  with 
the  world  around  him. 

It  was  the  plays  which  made  him 
famous.  These,  "Hinkemann," 
"Masses  and  Man,"  "Machine  Wreck- 
ers," were  expressed  in  that  difYicult 
and  symbolic  literary  technique  called 
Expressionism.  In  technique  they  re- 
semble Strindberg.  The  naturalism 
which  Toller  uses  is  like  that  of  Ger- 
hard Hauptmann.  In  the  imagery  and 
the  horror  scenes  they  remind  one  of 
Dostoievsky  and  Gogol.  In  content, 
they  are  expressions  of  Toller's  hope 
for  a  just  social  order  on  earth.  Toller 
has  never  been  a  revolutionist  in  the 
Marxist  sense.  He  never  has  been  a 
member  of  any  revolutionary  party. 
He  was  fond  of  describing  himself  as 
a  socialist  belonging  to  no  party  group. 
His  plays  simply  express  the  democra- 
tic cry  that  man  has  heard  throughout 
history, — the  cry  for  freedom,  equality 
and  fraternity.  He  believed  in  pacifism 
and  was  a  lover  of  humanity.  A  good 
analogy  to  the  plays  of  Toller  is  Percy 
Shelley's  "Parmetheus  Unbound." 
Like  Shelley.  Toller  had  a  fine,  lyrical 
idealistic  nature  which  hated  oppres- 
sion and  injustice  in  any  form. 

Toller  put  all  the  bitter  disappoint- 
ment he  felt  because  of  the  failure  of 
Germany  to  become  completely  free  of 
the  powers  which  had  led  it  to  op- 
pression and  bloodshed,  into  two  plays 
— "Man  and  the  Masses"  and  "Hin- 
kemann." In  the  former,  "The  Name- 
less One"  Hfts  the  cry  of  liberty  and 
justice  for  all  mankind.  He  incarnates 


man  in  the  mass  in  his  character.  The 
masses  demand  a  new  world  order. 
The  basic  indictment  of  the  piece  is 
against  an  order  which  decrees  op- 
pression and  bloodshed.  But  the  great- 
est expression  of  this  disillusioned 
writer  was  his  Hinkemann,  called 
"Bloody  Laughter"  on  the  Yiddish 
stage.  Herein  he  represented  the  hope- 
less position  of  crippled  Germany. 
Hinkemann,  the  German  soldier  whose 
war  injuries  make  him  impotent,  and 
who  is  forced  to  take  a  job  as  a  cir- 
cus freak  drinking  the  blood  of  rats,  is 
a  horrible  creation.  In  this  picture  of 
the  decadence  of  the  Germany  of  1918- 
20,  Toller  rose  to  his  greatest  height 
of  irony  and  invective.  The  poetic  ca- 
dence of  his  lines  rival  that  of  any 
great  contemporary  dramatist.  The 
play  ends  with  the  suicide  of  Hinke- 
mann's  wife.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  suicide  motif  may  be  found 
often  in  Toller's  work.  These  plays 
show  that  the  harrowing  days  in  pri- 
son left  their  indelible  mark  upon  his 
personality  but  that  from  them  he  spun 
forth  the  most  powerful  plays  of  the 
era  of  post-war  disillusionment. 

His  release  from  prison  found  Tol- 
ler a  man  who  remained  unbroken  in 
spirit.  He  indicated  this  by  espousing 
the  democratic  cause  and  continuing 
his  onslaught  upon  oppression.  He 
went  to  Palestine  and  lived  there  for  a 
while  in  order  to  see  what  his  people 
were  doing  to  shape  a  world  of  its 
own.  He  became  convinced  that  Eng- 
land's role  in  Palestine  was  oppres- 
sive, imperialistic,  selfish.  He  joined 
in  combatting  the  insidious  moves  of 
England.  He  donated  large  sums  of 
money  to  the  Jews  of  Palestine.  When 
the  Spanish  War  developed,  it  was 
Ernst  Toller  who  identified  himself 
with  the  loyalists,  convinced  that  they 
were  fighting  for  liberty  and  demo- 
cracy. His  was  the  honor  of  having 
raised  a  greater  sum  of  money  than 
any  other  individual  for  the  Spanish 
cause.  His  personality  and  fame  moved 
the  Danish  and  Swedish  parliaments 
to  vote  considerable  appropriations  to 
the  Loyalist  cause.  Toller's  check  book, 
found  after  his  death,  showed  recent 
personal  contributions  to  the  Palestine 
cause  and  to  Spanish  refugees. 

But  why  should  this  staunch  idealist, 
this  great  libertarian,  have  seen  fit  to 
take  his  own  life?  No  absolute  answer 
can,  of  course,  be  given.  But  some 
things  are  evident.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  Toller  sufYered  more  than  ordin- 
ary mortals.     His  long  prison  term 


caused  irreparable  damage  to  his  ner- 
vous system.  From  the  shock  of  pri- 
son confinement  he  never  quite  re- 
covered. 

Toller  was  also  troubled  by  the  lack 
of  attention  accorded  to  his  recent  lit- 
erary work.  Particularly  saddened  was 
he  by  the  failure  of  his  last  serious 
play,  "Pastor  Hall."  This  work,  an 
excellent  study  of  the  lack  of  indi- 
vidual liberty  in  Germany,  deserved  a 
better  treatment  than  it  received  from 
the  public. 

To  anyone  familiar  w-ith  the  life  and 
work  of  Ernst  Toller,  it  is  quite  ap- 
parent that  melancholy  pessimism  and 
idealistic  optimism  vied  very  strongly 
for  supremacy  in  his  makeup.  Toller 
had  seen  his  hopes  for  a  democratic, 
liberty-loving  world  in  1919-20  wreck- 
ed. Spain  and  Palestine  had  been  the 
altar  of  a  renewed  worship  of  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty  and  Democracy. 
The  defeat  of  Democratic  Spain  by 
Franco,  Hitler  and  Mussolini,  the  spec- 
tacle of  thousands  of  Jewish  exiles 
kept  from  Palestine  by  Chamberlain's 
perfidious  tactics  —  this  saddened  him 
immeasurably. 

The  fate  of  the  Jewish  exile  of  Nazi 
Germany,  is  of  course,  a  most  tragic 
one.  Erika  and  Klaus  Mann  in  a  re- 
cent book,  "Escape  to  Life,"  have  a 
chapter  about  exiles  who  have  died. 
They  point  to  a  great  number  of  fam- 
ous expatriates  who  committed  sui- 
cide because  of  material  distress  or 
outright  fear  of  the  Gestapo.  Many 
took  their  lives  because  they  simply 
lost  the  will  to  live.  Jakob  Wasser- 
man,  the  great  novelist,  became  a  sad, 
broken  man  when  he  saw  what  had 
happened  to  the  Germany  of  Goethe 
and  Schiller,  and  to  his  fellow  Jews. 
Wasserman  died  on  New  Year's  Day, 
1935,  because  he  wished  to  die.  Kurt 
Tucholsky,  the  writer  and  journalist, 
famous  in  Germany  before  Hitler, 
poisoned  himself  in  Sweden  in  Decem- 
ber, 1935.  So  with  Max  Alsberg,  the 
celebrated  barrister  and  playwright. 
And  so  with  numerous  others.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  Ernst  Toller  was  very 
mucli  grieved  by  his  persecution  by 
the  Nazis  because  he  was  a  Jew.  They 
not  only  burned  his  books,  but  they 
followed  him  to  this  country.  When 
he  was  scheduled  to  speak  at  Queens 
College  last  year  he  received  notes  and 
telephone  calls  threatening  him  with 
death  if  he  dared  to  appear.  Toller 
spoke.  But  melancholy  would  some- 
times get  the  better  of  him.  Who  can 
{Continued  on  page  21) 
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The  Strange  Case  Of  Esther  Brando 


THE  history  of  the  Jewish  mass 
immijjration  into  Canada  is  fair- 
ly well  known,  but  not  the  be- 
ginnings of  that  settlement.  That  is, 
we  have  a  record  of  those  early,  or 
middle  nineteenth  century  days,  dur- 
ing which  Jewish  immigrants  began 
coming  into  Canada  in  appreciably 
large  numbers  so  that  they  were  able 
to  form  communities  or  groups,  but  up 
to  now  we  have  known  nothing  or 
next  to  nothing  of  the  beginnings  of 
that  immigration,  of  the  individuals 
or  scattering  small  groups  that  came 
into  the  Canadian  provinces  long  be- 
fore the  mass  immigration  had  set  in. 

A^arious  have  been  the  theses  ad- 
vanced by  Canadian-Jewish  historians 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  early  Cana- 
dian-Jewish settlers.  There  are  some 
who  maintain  that  there  was  a  consid- 
erable number  of  Crypto  Jews  among 
the  French  Jesuit  missionaries  who  so 
heroically  travelled  up  and  down  the 
wilderness,  braving  unknown  peril  and 
occasional  martyrdom,  for  the  cause 
of  their  faith.  There  are  others  who 
seem  to  discover  Jewish  blood  and  an- 
cestry among  the  earliest  leading  set- 
tlers in  the  days  when  Canada  was  a 
French  province.  The  De  Leves,  as  an 
instance,  a  family  that  has  been  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Canada  and  one 
of  the  most  powerful  among  the  eco- 
nomic and  social  developers  of  that 
territory,  they  feel  certain,  was  of  Mar- 
rano  ancestry.  And  they  name  others, 
less  influential  perhaps,  but  of  substan- 
tial importance  in  the  history  of  the 
Canadian  settlement.  All  this  is,  of 
course,  purely  conjectural. 

Recently,  however,  there  has  been 
discovered  a  series  of  ofificial  letters  at 
the  French  Colonial  ofifice  archives  at 
Paris  which  tell  a  curious  tale  indeed 
with  regard  to  the  first  Jewish  immi- 
grant coming  into  Canada.  This  is 
composed  of  a  series  of  letters  ex- 
changed between  the  French  Port 
Commander  at  Quebec  and  his  home 
government.  The  tale  this  correspon- 
dence develops  is  briefly  as  follows : 

In  September  1738-9  the  vessel  "St. 
Michel"  arrived  at  Quebec,  bearing 
among  its  passengers  a  twenty-year- 
old  youth,  Jacques  La  Forge,  who 
soon  proved  to  be  not  a  youth  at  all, 
but  a  young  maiden,  and  a  Jewish 
maiden  in  the  bargain ! 


By  HAROLD  BERMAN 


The  young  passenger  was  ordered 
detained,  charged  both  with  misre- 
presentation with  regard  to  her  sex 
as  well  as  with  being  a  Jewess.  Jews 
were  not  at  that  time  permitted  to  set 
foot  in  the  French  Canadian  provinces. 

At  the  hearing  the  mysterious  pas- 
senger gave  her  name  as  Esther  Bran- 
do, the  daughter  of  a  Jewish  trader 
named  David  Brando  living  at  St.  Es- 
prit, a  small  town  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Bayonne.  in  the  southwest  of 
France.  She  also  admitted  that  for  a 
period  of  five  years  previous  to  her 
sailing  for  Canada  she  had  wandered 
all  over  France  in  a  ma.scuHne  dis- 
guise. 

She  related  that  in  1733  her  par- 
ents had  put  her  aboard  a  Dutch  ship 
sailing  for  Amsterdam  where  a  brother 
and  an  aunt  of  hers  were  then  living. 
The  boat,  however,  struck  a  sand- 
bank before  it  had  proceeded  very  far 
on  its  journey  and  a  sailor  helped  her 
back  to  shore.  She  trudged  on  till  she 
reached  Biarritz  where  a  Christian 
widow  named  Catherine  Chaurioux 
took  her  in  and  gave  her  shelter.  She 
stayed  there  only  two  weeks,  but  those 
two  weeks,  she  maintained,  proved  a 
turning  point  in  her  life.  The  Chris- 
tian atmosphere  in  which  she  found 
herself  during  her  stay  had  caused  her 
to  turn  her  back  on  her  people  and 
decide  never  to  live  as  a  Jewess  again. 

She  determined  not  to  return  to  her 
parent's  home,  and  to  share  no  longer 
the  religiously  circumscribed  life,  the 
irking  discriminations  and  hardships 
of  her  race,  but  to  live  as  a  free 
Frenchman  among  Frenchmen.  At  the 
same  time  she  also  experienced  an  in- 
superable desire  to  travel,  to  move 
from  place  to  place  and  see  the  world. 
To  facilitate  carrying  out  these  de- 
signs, she  adopted  a  male  attire  as 
well  as  a  male  name. 

Under  the  name  of  Pierre  Mosiette. 
she  tramped  to  Bordeaux,  a  distance 
of  130  miles.  There  she  joined  the 
crew  of  a  ship  as  cook  traveling  be- 
tween Bordeaux  and  Nantes.  She 
made  but  one  round  trip  on  this  ship 
and  then  took  a  similar  position  on  a 
ship  sailing  for  Spain,  which  she  de- 
serted at  the  very  first  port  at  which 
they  stopped. 


She  kept  tramping  about  and  look- 
ing for  adventure.  At  Rennes  she  be- 
came a  tailor's  apprentice,  but,  urged 
on  by  her  wanderlust,  deserted  again 
after  six  months.  During  the  ensuing 
couple  of  years  she  wandered  about 
a  great  deal  and  tried  her  hand  at 
many  occupations.  She  served  as  a 
menial  at  a  church  at  Cloisonne,  as  a 
baker's  assistant  at  St.  Malo,  and  as  a 
valet  to  a  retired  military  officer  at 
Vitry.  She  had  been  detained  once  in 
the  course  of  her  wanderings  on  the 
charge  of  theft,  regaining  her  freedom 
after  a  detention  of  one  day. 

Reaching  La  Rochelle  in  the  course 
of  her  wanderings  she  boarded  the  St. 
Michel  under  the  name  of  Jacques  La 
Forge  and  eventually  arrived  at  Que- 
bec, where  she  intended  to  settle  down 
and  work  for  her  living  in  the  pioneer 
Canadian  settlements. 

Such  was  the  substance  of  the  tale 
told  by  Esther  Brando  on  her  exam- 
ination by  the  French  authorities  at 
Quebec  on  September  15th,  1738. 

On  being  asked  further  why  she  had 
masqueraded  as  a  man  both  during  her 
wanderings  in  France  and  her  sailing 
for  America,  she  avowed  that  she  did 
it  in  order  to  facilitate  her  masquerade 
as  a  Christian  youth  and  to  eradicate 
the  remaining  vestiges  of  her  identity 
with  her  former  self  and  her  people. 

As  Jews  were  not  permitted  to  live 
in  the  French  colonies,  and  as  Esther 
had  already  affirmed  her  long-since 
formed  desire  "to  be  free  to  live  as  the 
Christians,"  it  appeared  but  a  simple 
routine  matter  to  have  her  formally 
inducted  into  the  Christian  faith  and 
thus  make  it  legally  possible  for  her  to 
stay  in  Canada.  But  there  the  authori- 
ties were  suddenly  confronted  by  the 
baffling  vagaries  of  their  strange  cli- 
ent. She  proved  herself  a  daughter  of 
a  stifY-necked  race.  She  absolutely  re- 
fused to  go  through  with  her  baptism. 

The  Intendant-General  of  Quebec 
had  Esther  placed  at  the  Hopital-Gen- 
erale,  which  was  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Priest  Valliere  and  some  two 
dozen  Sisters  of  Mercy,  but  their 
strange  charge  remained  consistently 
refractory  to  their  pleas  and  persua- 
sions during  the  several  months  of  her 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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HE  SERVED  ENGLAND  AS  WELL  AS  SHE 

ALLOWED  HIM" 


By  MARK  SOLITERMAN 


(This  is  the  final  article  in  the  series 
on  Benjamin  Disraeli  —  Editor). 

DISRAELI,  the  much  maligned, 
was  unique  as  a  person  and  as 
a  statesman.  His  genius  was 
characterized  by  supreme  intelHgence, 
will  -  power,  courage,  clear  insight, 
breadth  of  view,  vision,  intuition,  and 
by  a  masterly  command  of  the  spoken 
and  written  word.  His  vision,  says 
his  biographer,  Monypenny,  was 
"wide  and  deep  among  a  nation  of  nar- 
row political  minds  .  .  .  There  was  a 
divine  spark  in  him  which  was  com- 
monly wanting  in  British  political  lead- 
ers." He  considered  a  problem  from 
the  viewpoint  of  its  effects  upon  the 
next  generation,  and  that  was  why 
some  of  his  opinions  were  received 
with  ridicule  and  scorn.  Ultimately 
they  were  justified  by  events. 

As  an  individual  Disraeli  was  a 
man  of  unusual  charm  and  kindli- 
ness. By  his  patience,  absolute  com- 
mand of  temper,  tact  and  gentleness 
he  could  always  make  friends  of  peo- 
ple with  whom  he  had  to  deal.  He 
was  loyal  to  friends  —  for  whom  he 
was  always  ready  to  make  sacrifices— 
and,  to  every  member  of  his  party, 
both  high  and  humble.  He  could  eas- 
ily see  the  qualities  characterizing  me- 
diocrities: stupidity,  vanity,  conceit, 
egotism,  jealousy  ;  but  he  could  neither 
understand  nor  participate  in  petty  an- 
imosities. He  never  attacked  weak  or 
defeated  opponents  and  never  used 
ungentlemanly  methods.  He  never  mis- 
quoted and  never  permitted  the  inter- 
ruption or  heckling  of  an  opponent. 
The  most  abused  and  insulted  man  of 
his  time,  Disraeli  never  lowered  him- 
self to  the  level  of  those  who  demean- 
ed him.  He  always  forgot  an  enemy. 
He  was  absolutely  free  from  malice 
and  vindictiveness.  He  abhorred  cant. 
His  wit,  his  humor,  his  sarcasm,  and 
impromptu  sallies  were  inimitable ;  his 
aphorisms  are  gems  of  thought. 

The  attitude  towards  his  detractors 
can  be  illustrated  by  two  acts.  He  of- 
fered a  Lordship  and  a  pension  to 
Carlyle,  who  all  his  life  abused  him, 
and  he  paid  a  pension  to  the  widow 
of  John  Leech,  who  cartooned  him 
insultingly.  "I  cared  nothing,  and  I 
have  never  cared  anything  about  these 
personal  attacks  to  which  I  have  been 
subject  all  my  life,"  he  wrote  in  one 
of  his  letters,  and  in  the  preface  to 


his  works  he  said :  "There  is  always 
both  in  politics  and  literature  those 
who  flatter  themselves  by  systematic- 
ally libelling  some  eminent  personage 
of  their  times." 

In  his  private  life  he  was  free  from 
greed.  He  could  have  had  many  titles 
but  he  generously  offered  them  to 
others.  He  could  have  made  himself 
rich,  but  money  was  never  an  aim  in 
his  career  and  he  never  abused  his 
position  for  his  own  advantage.  His 
home  life,  his  reverence  for  his  father, 
his  infinite  gratitude  to  his  wife,  his 
love  of  children,  and  of  all  nature 
shows  a  man  of  an  unusual  warm 
heart.  He  abhorred  vivisection,  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  and  any  destruction.  He 
had  a  passion  for  books.  His  cynicism 
was  assumed.  He  was  actually  pro- 
foundly idealistic  and  fought  all  his 
life  against  materialism  in  man  and 
state.  He  reached  his  notability 
through  his  own  will  and  genius.  A 
descendant  of  "a  dispraised  race,"  he 
rose  to  the  premiership  of  the  great- 
est Empire  in  the  world ;  "a  dispraised 
outsider,"  he  became  the  "competent 
arbiter  in  the  delicate  questions"  of  a 
social  group  which  liked  to  call  itself 
"the  Great  World." 

He  was  a  sensitive,  lonely,  and  cer- 
tainly not  a  happy  man.  From  child- 
hood on  he  felt  the  hostility  around 
him.  He  used  to  pass  in  Parliament  as 
a  shadow,  and  only  in  later  years 
came  closer  to  the  younger  members 
of  the  House.  He  could  hide  his  sad- 
ness and  disappointment  under  his  ex- 
pressionless mien  and  sarcasm,  but  he 
could  not  down  it.  This  mood  is  re- 
vealed in  his  books  and  in  his  letters 
to  Lady  Bradford  and  Lady  Chester- 
field. His  description  in  "Lothair"  of 
loneliness  in  the  city  could  be  made 
only  by  a  man  who  was  himself  very 
lonely.  To  escape  the  dreadful  soli- 
tude of  his  home,  he  was  happy  to 
accept  invitations  for  Sunday  dinners. 
He  longed  for  sympathy.  "There  is  no 
happiness  without  sympathy,"  he  wrote 
in  "Lothair,"  and  he  believed  that  in 
the  relation  with  the  Creator  man 
"should  find  a  solution  of  his  per- 
plexities of  existence."  The  need  for 
sympathy  and  the  refuge  in  spiritual- 
ity are  manifestations  of  a  wounded 
being.  In  the  society  of  women  he 


found  relief  from  hostility  and  from 
struggle,  and  the  sympathy  for  which 
he  was  craving.  \\'omen  admired  and 
appreciated  his  human  qualities.  He 
preferred  their  society  to  that  of  men. 

"I  hate  clubs,"  he  wrote  in  a  letter, 
"not  being  fond  of  male  society  ...  I 
require  sympathy,  but  male  sympathy 
does  not  suit  me,  and  I  am  fastidious 
as  to  the  other  sex  .  .  ."  He  really 
had  only  three  friends  to  whom  he 
opened  his  whole  being,  and  they  were 
all  women — his  sister  Sa,  his  wife  and 
Mrs.  Willyams. 

Very  few  ministers  were  as  popu- 
lar as  he  was  with  the  people,  with 
Parliament,  and  with  the  Queen.  The 
distance  between  him  and  the  throne 
had  practically  disappeared.  He  was 
the  only  minister  to  whom  a  seat  was 
oft'ered  in  audiences  with  the  Queen, 
but  he  refused  it.  Crowds  used  to  fol- 
low him.  His  reception  after  the  Ber- 
lin Congress  has  become  a  standard 
for  instances  of  popularity.  He  was 
nicknamed  endearingly  "Dizzy."  The 
plain  man  was  delighted  to  recognize 
him  and  to  call  him  that.  Names  of 
the  characters  in  his  novels  were  given 
to  children,  race  horses,  songs,  ships. 
A  primrose  day  was  set  aside,  mem- 
orializing the  anniversary  of  his  death, 
and  a  Primrose  Society  was  also  es- 
tablished. Collections  of  stories  about 
him,  of  his  aphorisms  and  political 
thoughts  have  been  published.  Men 
like  Lord  Baldwin  take  pride  in  af- 
firming that  their  political  creed  is 
based  on  Disraeli's  teachings.  "The 
greatness  of  England  was  the  pas- 
sion of  his  life,"  said  Lord  Salisbury. 
"A  statesman,  there  was  none  like  him 
and  will  none  be  hereafter,"  wrote  J. 
A.  Froude.  "The  most  curious,  inter- 
esting and  interested  human  being 
who  ever  walked  through  the  pageant 
of  life,"  declared  John  Bailey,  and 
Walter  Sichel  summed  up  his  person- 
ality and  career  as:  "He  was  all  life, 
and  he  will  never  die." 

Disraeli  is  not  a  figure  of  Jewish 
history.  In  the  Jewish  community  his 
genius  would  have  been  lost.  It  found 
its  expansion  and  application  in  the 
life  of  the  great,  world-dominating 
Empire  of  Britain,  and  it  belongs  en- 
tirely to  the  English  life  and  tradi- 
tions. {Continued  on  page  21) 
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THE  FIRST  WOMAN  TO  COMPLETE  A 
RABBINICAL  COURSE 


MEMBERS  of  the  Brooklyn 
Jewish  Center  are  by  this  time 
familiar  with  the  achievement 
of  Helen  Levinthal.  They  have  heard, 
and  have  read  of  this  younc^  woman 
who  completed  a  rabbinical  course, 
the  first  female  in  the  United  States 
to  accomplish  this  feat. 

The  story  has  been  told  in  detail, 
and  in  many  versions,  and  has  been 
accompanied  with  the  proper  chorus 
of  oh's,  and  with  the  suitable  gestures 
indicating  wonderment.  And  in  truth, 
Miss  Levinthal's  record  is  a  remark- 
able one.  The  first  of  anything  is  a 
sensational  event,  and  the  first  woman 
rabbi  (even  if  unordained)  must 
arouse  considerable  awe. 

But  there  are  still  some  details  of 
interest  which  might  be  added  to  tlie 
narrative.  As  derived  from  a  cliat  wirh 
the  young  woman  herself,  they  are 
given  herewith. 

Why.  for  example,  did  Helen  Levin- 
thai  undertake  the  rabbinical  study? 

The  answer  is  that  it  was  an  acci- 
dent. She  did  not  intend  to  study  for 
the  rabbinate.  She  merely  wanted  to 
learn  more  about  Judaism,  and  the 
rabbinical  course  was  the  only  one  she 


could  find  that  would  give  her  the 
knowledge  she  desired.  Once  begun, 
n--'d  being  inspired  by  teachers  whom 
she  quickly  learned  to  admire,  she 
continued  her  studies  until  she  had  fin- 
ished the  required  course,  and  thus 
found  herself  with  the  distinction  of 
lieing  theoretically  eligible  to  take 
cimrge  of  a  pulpit. 

Of  course,  there  was  more  to  the 
surprising  enterprise  than  this.  Miss 
Levinthal.  as  the  daughter  of  a  fam- 
ous rabbi,  as  the  granddaughter  of 
another  famous  rabbi,  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  a  family  of  famous  rabbis,  has 
inherited  the  spirit  of  rabbinical  ser- 
vice. There  was  an  inner  striving  that 
brought  her,  almost  unconsciously,  to 
her  spiritual  and  intellectual  home. 
But  the  mechanics  were  as  told  above. 

Secondly,  as  the  first  woman  who 
may  call  herself  a  rabbi,  what  are  her 
outlooks  ? 

Her  views,  generally  speaking,  are 
liberal.  If  she  had  a  congregation,  she 
could  forgive  almost  anything  in  her 
congregants  if  they  were  sincerely 
Jews.  Her  definition  of  "sincere  Jews" 
would  be  Jews  who  identified  them- 


selves with  Jewish  Hfe.  Miss  Levin- 
thal is  passionately  devoted  to  Jews 
and  Jewishness.  To  feel  oneself  part 
of  the  stream  of  Jewish  tradition,  to 
feel  one's  own  heart  beat  with  the 
heart  of  the  Jewish  people  and  their 
way  of  life — that  is  a  Jew  to  her. 

Thirdly,  what  does  she  want  to  do? 
\Vhat  will  she  do  with  the  unique 
position  she  has  won  ? 

Actually,  she  does  not  know. 

She  will  not  be  a  rabbi.  In  the  first 
place,  as  a  woman,  she  could  not  be 
ordained.  In  the  second  place,  she  has 
a  feeling  that  it  would  be  presumptu- 
ous for  her  to  lead  a  congregation, 
and  in  the  third  place,  she  would  not 
want  to  take  the  place  of  a  young  rab- 
binical graduate,  or  perhaps  a  refugee, 
anxiously  awaiting  a  call. 

She  would  however,  dearly  wish  to 
teach  Jews,  through  the  medium  of  the 
lecture  platform,  pulpit  and  class 
room,  to  understand  why  they  should 
regard  their  Jewishness  as  she  regards 
it.  She  would  wish  to  make  them  fully 
aware  of  their  inheritance,  so  that  the 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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IRVING  FIN 

HERE  is  a  novel  written  with 
consummate  technical  skill.  Bar- 
ring John  Steinbeck's  current 
"Grapes  of  Wrath,"  the  reviewer  can 
recall  no  work  by  an  American  writer 
in  the  last  few  years  that  can  match 
Fineman's  work  in  sheer  craftsman- 
ship. In  this  sense,  perhaps  only  a 
professional  man  of  letters  can  pro- 
perly appreciate  the  novel.  Only  one 
who  has  struggled  with  that  difTicult 
medium  of  literary  expression,  the 
"stream  of  consciousness"  technique 
originated  by  James  Joyce,  can  admire 
thoroughly  the  lucidity  with  which  the 
author  bares  the  sub-conscious  mind 
of  his  characters.  Again,  it  takes  the 
experienced  student  of  literature  to 
note  the  careful  symmetry  of  the 
novel's  structure.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
see  why  Fineman  labored  four  years 
to  complete  this  novel.  He  was  an  en- 
gineer before  turning  writer,  and  his 
novel  has  been  worked  out  with  the 
precision  of  a  blueprint.  E.  M.  For- 
ster,  the  English  writer,  took  occa- 
sion some  years  ago  to  point  to  An- 
dre Gide's  "The  Counterfeiters,"  as 
an  eminent  example  of  technical  skill 
in  novelistic  construction.  Irving  Fine- 
man's  work  could  be  placed  in  the 
same  category. 

But  this  novel  was  meant  not  only 
for  the  initiated.  Fineman's  style 
makes  for  extreme  readibility.  More- 
over, the  story  he  tells,  with  its  phil- 
osophic overtones,  is  intrinsically  very 
much  worthwhile.  We  have  had  good 
novels  about  the  medical  profession. 
Sinclair  Lewis,  aided  by  Paul  De 
Kruif,  has  enriched  our  literature  with 
his  portrait  of  idealistic  Dr.  Martin 
Arrowsmith.  Dr.  Cronin,  in  "The 
Citadel,"  has  limned  a  picture  of  Eng- 
lish medical  life  along  somewhat  the 
same  lines  as  that  of  Lewis'.  Neither 
work,  however,  has  the  breadth  of 
Fineman's  book.  For  his  is  a  work 
which  is  more  than  just  a  story  about 
doctors,  but  touches  on  many  of  the 
problems  of  our  day  —  anti-Semitism, 
free  love,  religion,  the  aesthetic  affir- 
mations of  science,  socialized  medicine, 
and  so  forth. 

Dr.  Addams  is  no  mere  doctor  but 
an  eminent  scientist  of  Nobel  Prize 
calibre  —  a  biophysicist.  His  research 
into  various  phases  of  gynecology  has 
made  him  a  much  sought-after  special- 
ist. His  medical  practice  holds  not  one 
bit  of  the  fascination  for  him  that  his 


EMAN'S  'DR. 

By  JACOB 

research  does.  Here  is  a  devotee  to 
"pure"  science  who  reminds  one  of 
Dr.  Gottlieb's  eulogistic  dithyramb  in 
Sinclair  Lewis'  novel  on  the  noble, 
heroic  role  of  the  scientist  in  civiliza- 
tion. Dr.  Addams'  creed  is  that  the 
scientist  must  look  at  the  world  from 
Olympian  heights,  with  a  sort  of  time- 
less, eternal  spirit,  maintaining  a  stu- 
died aloofness  from  all  the  problems 
of  the  modern  period.  As  a  result.  Dr. 
Addams  is  usually  found  in  the  role 
of  the  ivory-towered,  celebrated  ob- 
server rather  than  a  participant  in 
events.  If  Hans  Kohn,  his  brilliant 
Jewish  scientific  assistant,  has  his  pro- 
motion to  an  assistant  professorship 
stopped  because  of  flagrant  anti-Sem- 
itism, then  Dr.  Addams,  although  he 
feels  that  the  piece  of  bigotry  is  un- 
just, does  virtually  nothing  to  correct 
it.  On  the  occasion  of  a  medical  con- 
vention a  great  polemic  develops  anent 
socialized  medicine.  Dr.  Addams  be- 
lieves in  socialized  medicine  but,  as 
ever,  refuses  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  proceedings.  Consistently  through- 
out the  book.  Dr.  Addams  maintains 
this  function  as  thinker  rather  than 
man  of  action. 

There  is  one  problem,  however,  that 
Dr.  Addams  is  compelled  to  meet 
squarely  without  evasion  —  love  and 
marriage.  His  marriage  to  Louise 
Boyer  has  been  a  failure.  Although  she 
is  intelligent  and  good-looking,  he  has 
found  her  entirely  too  stand-offish  in 
marriage.  Separation  from  her  marks 
for  Dr.  Addams  a  period  of  intense 
probing  as  to  the  significance  of  hu- 
man love  and  marriage.  He  receives 
his  education  in  this  respect  through 
the  personalities  of  Irene  and  Dr. 
Sidney  McBride,  Hans  Kohn  and  Jon 
Hansen.  Irene,  Dr.  Addams'  labora- 
tory assistant,  is  that  rare  creature, 
the  sexually  emancipated  woman.  Her 
Pygmalion  is  Dr.  Sidney  McBride, 
whose  philosophy  of  life  is  an  un- 
bridled paganism.  He  has  foisted  on 
Irene  an  amoral  attitude  which  causes 
her  to  be  prodigal  of  sharing  the  gifts 
of  her  mind  and  body.  Dr.  Addams 
becomes  one  of  her  lovers.  A  man  who 
has  followed  the  mores  of  society  un- 
questionably. Dr.  Addams  is  thrilled 
by  the  Bohemian  attitude  of  Irene  and 
Dr.  McBride.  Gradually,  he  convinces 
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himself  that  license  is  a  joy  in  itself 
and  marriage  an  hypocrisy  of  society. 
When  Dr.  Kohn  intrudes  with  his 
Jewish  reverence  for  the  marriage  in- 
stitution, and  to  make  Irene  an  offer 
of  marriage,  Dr.  Addams  tries  to  get 
rid  of  him.  Unlimited  is  his  admiration 
for  Dr.  McBride  as  a  man  of  countless, 
Casanova-like  amours. 

Suddenly,  however,  Dr.  Addams  is 
shocked  out  of  his  Bacchanalian  com- 
placency. Dr.  McBride  reveals  that 
the  essence  of  his  being  is  pathological 
and  perverted,  that  he  is  in  reality  a 
victim  of  what  the  Freudian  analyst 
would  term  a  mother  fixation  and  ho- 
mosexual neurosis.  His  many  amours 
had  been  a  disguise,  a  restless  form  of 
escapism  from  his  true  life.  Dr.  Mc- 
Bride commits  suicide  after  this  revel- 
ation. From  the  shock  of  this  event. 
Dr.  Addams  finds  that  his  hold  over 
Irene  in  their  free  love  relationship  is 
seriously  threatened.  She  has  fallen  in 
love  with  Dr.  Jon  Hansen,  his  youth- 
ful protege  and  assistant.  Young  Han- 
sen offers  marriage  and  a  moral  life  to 
Irene,  as  had  Dr.  Kohn  originally.  She 
wavers  for  a  while  but  finally  accepts. 
The  last  Dr.  Addams  hears  from  her 
is  a  letter  in  which  she  points,  with 
great  literary  vigor,  to  the  truth  that 
no  woman  desires  a  life  of  license  but 
rather  wishes  marriage,  love  and  chil- 
dren. 

Fineman  has  given  us  as  compre- 
hensive a  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  love  and  marriage  as  one  can 
find  within  the  confines  of  an  Ameri- 
can novel.  During  the  post-war  era, 
in  the  turbulent,  pessimistic  1920's, 
the  world  found  it  fashionable  to  lam- 
poon matrimonial  sentiment.  Joseph 
Wood  Krutch  could  write  that  love 
was  an  invention  of  romantic  poets 
which  did  not  exist.  At  least,  it  was 
a  mere  "physiological  act."  Keyser- 
ling,  with  imperturbable,  philosophic 
calm,  blithely  assured  the  world  that 
love  was  lying  on  its  death  bed.  Cyni- 
cal novelists  like  Huxley  and  D.  H. 
Lawrence  perpetuated  this  attitude. 
Indubitably,  it  has  been  part  of  our 
day  to  be  pessimistic  about  the  aes- 
thetic side  of  love,  about  the  judi- 
ciousness of  the  institution  of  mar- 
riage. It  is  to  tlie  credit  of  Irving 
{Continued  on  page  21 ) 
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NEWS  IN  REVIEW 

By  LESTER  LYONS 


A JAPANESE  newspaper  in 
Shanghai  complained  of  the 
arrival  of  9,000  European  Jew- 
ish refugees  in  this  Chinese  city.  It 
claimed  "that  a  Jewish  kingdom"  was 
rising  in  Hangkow.  Shanghai  now 
harbors  4,500  Jewish  refugees  from 
Germany  and  Austria.  It  is  extreme- 
ly difficult  for  the  refugees  to  adapt 
themselves  to  conditions  now  prevail- 
ing in  their  region,  and  the  Jewish 
community  is  taxed  beyond  measure 
in  its  efforts  to  care  for  them.  The 
Shanghai  city  council  has  directed  a 
request  to  many  governments  not  to 
allow  the  passage  of  more  refugees  to 
Shanghai. 

*  *  * 

Anxious  to  avoid  friction  over  a 
Jewish  policy  similar  to  the  Reich  the 
Foreign  minister  of  Japan  has  re- 
cently issued  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  not  Japan's  policy  to  per- 
secute Jews,  and  as  long  as  they  do 
not  violate  the  laws  of  Japan  they 
will  be  treated  like  other  foreigners. 

*  *  * 

At  the  recent  dedication  of  the  Jew- 
ish Palestine  Pavilion  at  the  World's 
Fair,  Mayor  La  Guardia  was  made  an 
honorary  citizen  of  Tel  Aviv,  the  all- 
Jewish  city  of  Palestine. 

*  *  * 

A  special  committee  sent  to  the 
Philippines  to  make  a  survey  on  col- 
onization possibilities  for  German 
Jews  on  the  Island  of  Mindanao,  in 
the  Philippines,  is  soon  to  issue  a  re- 
port on  the  results  of  its  findings.  The 
United  States  Government  favors  the 
settlement  of  some  30,000  Jews  in  the 
Philippines.  There  are  already  in  Min- 
danao several  thousand  Jewish  re- 
fugees. In  contrast  to  other  lands, 
where  only  agricultural  workers  are 
sought,  professional  and  businessmen 
are  acceptable  immigrants. 

*  *  * 

A  committee  to  fight  anti-Semitism 
was  recently  organized  in  New  York 
by  prominent  Catholic  clergymen,  edu- 
cators and  labor  leaders.  This  new  or- 
ganization "will  seek  to  spread  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  facts  among  Catholic 
people  of  the  United  States  who  may 
have  been  misguided  into  taking  part 
in  the  spread  of  race  hatreds  in  this 
country.  This  will  be  carried  on  by 
means  of  pamphlets,  radio,  and  other 
forms  of  propaganda.    The  approach 


will  be  ])ositive  and  dignified  and  no 
]X"rsonal  attack  will  be  made  on  any- 
one." 

The  fifty  young  children  of  German 
and  Polish  ]:)arentage  who  were 
lirought  over  to  the  United  Slates  by 
the  British  Sholom  Fraternal  lodge 
have  been  comfortably  settled  in  Slio- 
loniville.  Pa.,  where  they  are  to  be 
housed  and  fed  until  homes  can  be 
found  for  them. 

Hadassah,  the  Women's  Zion  Or- 
ganization of  America,  has  shown  an 
increase  in  its  ranks  of  19,000  mem- 
bers since  October  1,  1938. 

*      *  * 

THE  ZIONIST 

THE  42nd  annual  convention  of  the 
Zionist  Organization  of  America 
opened  at  the  Hotel  Commodore  last 
Sunday  afternoon,  in  the  presence  of 
one  "thousand  delegates  representing 
(iistricts  throughout  the  country,  and 
several  thousand  visitors.  The  feature 
of  the  first  session  was  the  two  hour 
masterly  message  by  Dr.  Solomon 
Goldman,  president  of  the  organiza- 
tion. He  stressed  in  detail  the  historic 
connection  of  the  Jewish  people  with 
Palestine.  Answering  the  recent  ad- 
dress by  the  British  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  MacDonald,  he  stated  that 
not  only  did  Palestine  never  consti- 
tute an  Arab  State,  but  that  it  never 
had  an  important  part  in  the  folklore 
of  the  Arab  people.  The  Jews,  on  the 
other  hand,  played  a  continuous  role 
in  the  story  of  the  Holy  Land  that 
"has  never  disappeared  from  the  lit- 
erature and  folklore  of  the  Jew."  In 
his  criticism  of  the  recently  published 
British  White  Paper,  Dr.  Goldman 
said : 

"Lord  Halifax  (British  Foreign 
Secretary)  recently  revealed  that 
ideals  no  longer  rate  as  high  as  ex- 
pediency and  the  White  Paper  de- 
clares in  effect  that  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment no  longer  respects  the  Jews 
as  it  did  in  1917.  It  is  against  this 
anti-Semitism  and  its  accursed  re- 
sults that  we  direct  our  attack  when 
we  here  resolve  to  fight  the  White 
Paper   to  the  last   ounce   of  our 


Approximately  12,000  persons,  9,- 

000  of  them  refugees  from  Germany, 
found  homes  in  Palestine  during  the 
seven  month  period  en(Hng  April  30. 

A  sensational  order  has  been  re- 
cently published  in  the  organ  of  the 
Hitler  Youth,  Juiige  DciitscJilancl .  ac- 
cording to  which  children  of  mixed 
parents  in  Germany  will  be  admitted 
into  this  organization  and  kindred  bo- 
dies. Although  they  still  will  not  be 
able  to  serve  on  the  staff  bodies  of 
these  organizations,  32,000  such  chil- 
dren, aged  12  to  18,  will  now  be  per- 
mitted entrance  into  the  Hitler  Youth 
organization  and  will  be  allowed  to 
wear  the  Swastika  badge. 

CONVENTION 

strength." 

Dr.  Goldman  further  declared  that 
with  the  help  of  Great  Britain,  and 
with  the  help  of  the  civilized  world, 
the  Zionists  could,  within  a  decade, 
move  to  Palestine  every  Jew  trapped 
by  the  Nazis,  since  Palestine  could  ac- 
commodate 2,750,000  new  immigrants. 

The  convention  dinner  in  the  even- 
ing was  addressed  by  Rabbi  Stephen 
S.  Wise,  Dr.  Israel  H.  Levintlial. 
Rabbi  Israel  Goldstein  and  Maurice 
Samuel. 

The  second  day  of  the  convention 
was  devoted  to  several  institutes  and 
to  discussions  of  the  various  phases  of 
the  situation  in  Palestine. 

The  delegates  assembled  at  the 
Monday  evening  sessions  listened  to 
addresses  delivered  by  two  members 

01  the  Jewish  Agency,  Mrs.  Rose  G. 
Jd.cobs  and  Dr.  Werner  Senator.  The 
latter  accused  the  British  Government 
of  never  making  "an  earnest  attempt 
to  bring  a  reconciliation  between  Jews 
and  Arabs."  This  was  followed  by  the 
j^doption  of  several  resolutions  and  the 
re-election  of  Rabbi  Solomon  Gold- 
man as  President  of  the  Zionist  Or- 
ganization of  America  for  the  succeed- 
ing year.  In  accepting  re-election  Dr. 
Goldman  delivered  a  masterful  ad- 
dress on  the  duty  of  the  Zionists  in 
the  present  crisis,  which  electrified  the 
convention  and  held  the  large  audi- 
ence spell-bound  for  more  than  an 
hour. 
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BROOKLYN  JEWISH  CENTER  ACTIVITIES 


P.  T.  A.  HEBREW  SCHOOL  HONORS 
HELEN  H.  LEVINTHAL 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Parent- 
Teachers  Association  of  the  Hebrew 
School  and  Sunday  School  of  the  Cen- 
ter, a  reception  was  tendered  in  honor 
of  Miss  Helen  Hadassah  Levinthal  on 
May  31st.  The  reception,  which  was 
held  on  the  Center  Roof,  was  arranged 
on  the  occasion  of  Miss  Levinthal's 
graduation  from  the  Jewish  Institute 
of  Religion,  being  the  first  Jewish  wo- 
man to  have  completed  a  full  and  re- 
gular rabbinical  course  in  a  theological 
seminary. 

A  large  number  of  parents  of  pre- 
sent and  former  pupils  of  the  schools, 
graduates  of  the  Consecration  classes 
of  the  Center,  as  well  as  friends  of 
Miss  Levinthal  attended  the  reception. 
Mr.  K.  Karl  Klein,  president  of  the 
P.T.A.  presided.  The  speakers  includ- 
ed Rabbi  Levinthal,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Hirsh,  Mr.  Mordecai  Halevi  and  Mr. 
Emanuel  M.  Edelstein. 

Doris  Feinberg  extended  the  greet- 
ings of  the  former  graduates.  The  pro- 
gram was  rendered  by  Gay  Siegel, 
who  read  an  original  poem,  and  Phoe- 
be Honig,  who  gave  a  recitation.  The 
musical  part  was  provided  by  Irene 
Kantor,  Jean  Sussman,  Gladys  Ham- 
mer and  Ethel  Drexler.  Our  Cantor, 
Rev.  Kantor  concluded  the  musical 
porgram  with  a  number  of  selections. 

Mr.  Frank  Schaeffer  presented  Miss 
Levinthal  with  a  gift  on  behalf  of  the 
Parent  Teachers  Association  and  the 
members  of  the  Faculty.  Miss  Levin- 
thal concluded  the  program  of  the 
evening  with  a  brief  address  in  which 
she  stressed  the  important  role  played 
by  the  Hebrew  School  of  the  Center 
in  laying  the  foundation  of  her  further 
activities  in  the  field  of  Jewish  studies, 
and  gave  thanks  to  the  teachers  for  in- 
spiring her  in  this  work. 


CONSECRATION  SERVICE  PRESENTS 
UNIQUE  PROGRAM  ON 
SHEVUOTH 

This  year's  Consecration  Service, 
which  was  held  on  the  first  day  of 
Shevuoth,  May  24th,  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  the  large  congregation 
that  taxed  every  space  in  our  large 
synagogue. 


The  central  theme  of  the  entire  pro- 
gram was  the  role  that  the  Jew  has 
played  in  the  life  of  America,  a  theme 
specially  chosen  because  of  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the 
American  Constitution  and  the  inau- 
guration of  the  first  president,  George 
Washington.  The  girls  spoke  very  im- 
pressively on  various  aspects  of  this 
subject  and  the  congregation  felt  that 
it  was  not  only  inspired,  but  also  had 
learned  many  essential  facts  of  Ameri- 
can Jewish  history,  which  unfortun- 
ately are  not  as  well  known  as  they 
should  be. 

A  very  large  number  of  members  of 
former  consecration  groups  were  pre- 
sent at  this  service  and  occupied  the 
front  pews  in  the  synagogue. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of 
this  year's  class,  which  was  under  the 
instruction  of  Miss  Helen  H.  Levin- 
thal : 

Amy  Distler,  Muriel  Goldberg,  Re- 
nee  Kaye,  Corinne  Kupferberg,  Rhoda 
Kasnowitz,  Charlotte  Macklin,  Hilda 
Melker,  Thelma  Plafker,  Sylvia  Joa- 
chim, Helen  Seeger,  Selma  Slipyan, 
Jean  Sussman,  Marilyn  Sorscher,  Se- 
rena Weissmann. 


CENTER  MEMBERSHIP  CONTRIBU- 
TION TO  UNITED  JEWISH 
APPEAL 

As  a  result  of  a  campaign  conducted 
under  the  leadership  of  Judge  Eman- 
uel Greenberg,  the  sum  of  $90,000  has 
been  contributed  thus  far  to  the 
United  Jewish  Appeal  by  members  of 
the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center. 

The  campaign  opened  with  a  dinner 
on  Thursday  evening,  April  27th, 
wliich  was  addressed  by  Rabbi  Lev- 
inthal and  Rabbi  Jonah  Wise,  with 
Judge  Greenberg  presiding.  This  was 
followed  by  the  appeal  made  by  Rabbi 
Levinthal  at  the  services  held  on  the 
second  day  of  Shevuoth,  Thursday, 
May  25th. 

So  great  was  the  enthusiasm  shown 
during  the  campaign  and  so  encourag- 
ing was  the  response  to  the  appeal  that 
Judge  Greenberg  announced  that  the 
committee  in  charge  of  the  campaign 
among  the  members  of  the  Center, 
took  upon  itself  a  voluntary  quota  of 
$100,000.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 


the  leaders  of  the  United  Jewish  Ap- 
peal had  assigned  this  quota  of  $100.- 
000  to  the  entire  Eastern  Parkway 
district,  of  which  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center  is  but  a  part. 

The  women,  too,  took  an  active  part 
in  the  campaign,  co-operating  most 
energetically  with  the  Women's  Divi- 
sion of  the  Appeal.  In  addition  to  the 
Dutch  Supper  and  Bridge  arranged 
for  Saturday  evening.  April  22nd  at 
the  Center,  they  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  raising  of  funds  at  the  Eastern 
Parkway  Women's  Division  Luncheon 
held  on  Thursday,  May  11th.  Of  the 
amount  raised,  close  to  $5,500  was 
contributed  by  the  women  of  the  Cen- 
ter and  credited  to  the  Sisterhood  of 
our  institution. 

The  committee  is  continuing  its 
work  of  raising  funds  in  the  hope  of 
reaching  its  full  quota  in  the  cam- 
paign. Members  of  the  institution  who 
have  not  as  yet  contributed  are  ex- 
pected to  do  their  share  in  this  emer- 
gency. 

In  a  statement  to  the  Review  Judge 
Greenberg  expressed  his  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  membership  of  the  Cen- 
ter for  the  most  encouraging  way  in 
which  they  responded  to  the  appeal. 
Most  of  them  have  come  forward  in  a 
splendid  fashion,  which  was  most  com- 
mendable. He  hopes  that  the  others 
will  follow  the  fine  example  so  that 
the  Center  may  go  "over  the  top"  in 
the  campaign. 


RESERVE  YOUR  HIGH  HOLIDAY 

SEATS  NOV/ 

Members  are  requested  to  please 
make  tlieir  reservations  for  seats  for 
the  coming  High  Holy  Days  before 
leaving  for  th.eir  vacations.  .Seats  are 
being  reserved  in  the  order  of  receipt 
of  reservations.  It  is  therefore  ad- 
visable that  you  place  your  order  im- 
mediately to  get  choice  locations. 

The  services  in  the  Main  Synagogue 
will  be  conducted  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Kantor.  He  will  be  assisted  by  a 
choir. 

Additional  services  will  be  held  in 
the  Auditorium  where  seats  are  being 
sold  at  five  and  six  dollars  each. 
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THE  RABBI'S  PUBLIC  ACTIVITIES 

During  the  past  month  Dr.  Lcvin- 
thal  lectured  to  a  large  group  of  Re- 
fugee Rabbis,  at  the  Jewish  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  on  the  Art  of  Preach- 
ing. The  class  is  conducted  by  the  Na- 
tional Co-ordinating  Committee  for 
Refugees. 

On  ]\ronday,  June  9th.  the  Rabbi 
delivered  the  address  at  the  Installa- 
tion of  the  new  officers  of  the  Brook- 
lyn Chapter,  Hadassah,  at  the  W^al- 
dorf  Astoria. 

Rabbi  Levinthal  was  also  one  of  the 
speakers  at  the  Convention  Banquet 
of  the  Zionist  Organization  of  Amer- 
ica, at  the  Commodore  Hotel  on  Sun- 
day evening,  June  25th. 

PERSONALS 

Messrs.  Mordecai  Halevi  and  Em- 
anuel M.  Edelstein,  members  of  our 
Hebrew  School  faculty  were  delegates 
to  the  annual  conference  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Jewish  Education  which  was  re- 
cently held  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Halevi  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council. 

Miss  Berenica  Grayzel.  secretary  to 
Dr.  Levinthal  and  the  Hebrew  School 
was  elected  as  co-cultural  chairman  of 
National  Masada  at  the  recent  conven- 
tion held  in  New  York. 

The  new  Hebrew  Educational 
Quarterly,  Shevile  Hachinuch  contains 
articles  on  problems  on  Jewish  Educa- 
tion written  by  Messrs.  Halevi  and 
Edelstein  of  the  Hebrew  School  fa- 
culty. Mr.  Halevi  has  been  appointed 
a  member  of  the  editorial  board  of  the 
publication. 

Mr.  Max  Herzfeld,  Secretary  of  the 
Center  and  first  president  of  the 
Brooklyn  Ort  Society,  was  appointed 
National  Co-Chairman  of  the  Ameri- 
can Ort. 

Mrs.  Abraham  Shapiro  of  725  St. 
Marks  Avenue  was  re-elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Mizrachi  Women's  Organ- 
ization, at  the  convention  held  in  At- 
lantic City. 

BAR  MITZVAHS 

We  extend  our  hearty  congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes  to  the  follow- 
ing: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham  R.  Melker 
of  1359  Union  Street  on  the  Bar  Mitz- 
vah  of  their  son  Arthur  Joshuah, 
which  was  celebrated  at  the  Center  on 
June  17th. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  Bakst  of  648 
Empire  Blvd.  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Bar  Mitzvah  of  their  son  Edwin  Ira, 
which  will  be  celebrated  at  the  Center 
on  July  1st. 


GRADUATION  NOTES 

Our  hearty  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  are  extended  to  the  following 
graduates : 

Dr.  Jules  B.  Aaron,  son  of  ]\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Hyman  Aaron  of  985  Park  Place 
who  graduated  from  the  Long  Island 
IMedical  College.  Dr.  Aaron  has  been 
admitted  to  interneship  at  the  Monte- 
fiore  Hospital. 

Bertrand  Field  Finkelstein.  son  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Reuben  Finkelstein  of 
576  Eastern  Parkway  who  graduated 
from  Columbia  University  receiving  an 
M.A.  degree. 

Dr.  Leonard  Finkelstein,  son  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Reuben  Finkelstein  who  fin- 
ished his  fellowship  in  Pathology  at 
Mt.  Sinai  Hospital.  Dr.  Finkelstein 
has  been  appointed  resident  physician 
at  the  Montefiore  Hospital. 

Stanley  W.  Herzfeld,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Max  Herzfeld  of  246  Sulli- 
van Place,  graduated  Magna  Cum 
Laude  from  Harvard  University.  Mr. 
Herzfeld  was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kap- 
pa and  was  admitted  to  Yale  Law 
School. 

Miss  Miriam  Levine.  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  H.  Levine  of  1025 
St.  Johns  Place,  received  her  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  from  Columbia 
Universtiy. 

Lazar  E.  Levinthal,  son  of  Rabbi 
and  Mrs.  Israel  H.  Levinthal  gradu- 
ated from  Harvard  Law  School,  re- 
ceiving a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law. 

Leo  Joel  Koven,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Max  N.  Koven  of  1703  Glenwood 
Road,  graduated,  cum  laude,  from 
Yale  University  and  was  admitted  to 
Bellevue  College  of  Medicine. 

Mr.  Gerard  Weinstock,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Louis  Weinstock  of  135 
Eastern  Parkway  graduated  from  Har- 
vard University. 


SABBATH  SERVICES 

Kindling  of  candles  at  8:15  o'clock. 
Friday  evening  services  at  6:15  and 
7:30. 

Sabbath  services,  Parsha  Balak,  will 
commence  at  8:45  A.M. 

Class  in  Ein  Yaakov  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hirsh  at  5 
o'clock. 

Mincha  services  at  6:00  P.M. 
Miriv  services  at  8:30  P.M. 


DAILY  SERVICES 

Morning  services  at  7  and  8. 
Mincha  services  at  8:15  P.M. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

W^c  extend  our  sincere  wishes  and 
congratulations  to  the  following: 

Dr.  and  ]\Irs.  Herman  J.  Drexler 
of  188  Crown  St.  upon  the  birth  of  a 
son  on  June  7th. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Ferber  of  1454 
President  St.  on  the  occasion  of  the 
birth  of  a  daughter  on  June  5th. 

Mr.  Bernard  Fink  of  712  Empire 
Blvd.  upon  his  marriage  to  Miss  Syl- 
via Caplan  on  June  9th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Forman  of 
1629  Carroll  St.  who  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  their  daughter  Gladys,  to 
Mr.  Solomon  Shapiro,  at  the  Center 
on  June  27th. 

Mr.  and  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Gold- 
smith of  1272  President  St.  on  the 
occasion  of  the  birth  of  a  daughter  to 
their  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fruit- 
stone  on  June  7th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Greenstein  of 
936  St.  Mark's  Ave.  upon  the  engage- 
ment of  their  daughter  Frances,  to 
Mr.  Milton  Holfman. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solomon  Horowitz 
of  1374  Union  St.  upon  the  marriage 
of  their  son,  Dr.  Irving  Horowitz  to 
Miss  Sylvia  Cohen,  which  took  place 
on  June  27th. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Halperin  of  789 
St.  Mark's  Ave.  upon  the  announce- 
ment of  the  engagement  of  their 
daughter  Vera  Selma  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Goldsmith,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Meyer  Goldsmith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  Klinghoffer 
of  1349  Carroll  St.  on  the  occasion  of 
the  celebration  of  their  tenth  wedding 
anniversary  on  June  19th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Levin  of  367 
Crown  St.,  who  celebrated  their  twen- 
tieth anniversary  on  June  22nd. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Levy  of 
1511  President  St.  upon  the  engage- 
ment of  their  daughter  Gladys,  to  Mr. 
Jack  Fineberg. 

Dr.  Irving  L.  Moskowitz,  son  of 
Mrs.  Max  Moskowitz  of  290  Mont- 
gomery St.  upon  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Clara  Dranoff  on  June  Uth. 


PRACTICE  GOLF  "DRIVING" 
ON  THE  ROOF 

The  Center  has  recently  erected  a 
new  golf  "driving"  cage  on  the  roof 
of  our  building. 

Members  who  are  interested  in 
learning  how  to  "drive"  a  golf  ball  are 
urged  to  take  advantage  of  this  facility 
and  practice  up. 
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IMPRESSIVE  CENTER  ACADEMY  COMMENCE- 
MENT EXERCISES 


THE  Center  Academy  of  the  Brook- 
lyn Jewish  Center  held  its  com- 
mencement exercises  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, June  13th  in  the  Center  audi- 
torium. 

The  exercises  were  opened  by  a  pro- 
cessional in  which  the  entire  school 
participated.  This  was  followed  by  the 
entrance  of  the  members  of  the  gradu- 
ating class. 

The  exercises  were  closed  with  the 
singing  of  the  "Hatikvah"  by  the  en- 
tire school  and  audience. 

The  rest  of  the  program  was  de- 
voted to  two  plays,  one  in  Hebrew 
and  one  in  English. 

The   Hebrew  play   portrayed  the 


early  Sephardic  community  of  Shea- 
rith  Israel  in  New  York.  The  dialogue 
of  the  play  was  in  Hebrew  and  was 
written  by  the  pupils  of  the  Eighth 
Grade. 

The  English  play  was  an  adaptation 
by  the  Eighth  Grade  of  the  radio  play, 
"The  Tree  That  Saved  Connecticut," 
by  Henry  Fisk  Carlton. 

The  scenery  for  both  plays  was 
painted  by  the  pupils  of  Center  Aca- 
demy. It  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  audience  that  it  approximated 
professional  technique. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Soskin,  principal  of 
the  school,  begged  the  graduates  and 
their  elders  to  fight  off  the  feeling  of 


Left  to  nqhlSratcd  :  Ruth 
Kirschstciii.  Hope  Mayer, 
RutJi  Bcujaiiiin.  Lila  Bil- 
(jorc. 

Standing:  Martin  Lukas- 
Iwk.  Gerald  Phillips,  Mark 
Leicher,  Alvin  H.  Gold- 
berg. 


defeatism  which  is  a  natural  reaction 
to  the  injustices  and  horrors  which 
civilization  faces  today.  "Each  age," 
she  said,  "brings  with  it  a  reaffirma- 
tion and  a  strengthening  of  old  faiths. 
Science  is  no  longer  incompatible  with 
religion.  Many  of  the  most  significant 
and  startling  discoveries  of  modern 
science  originated  in  pure  acts  of  faith." 

Mr.  Benjamin  A.  Levine,  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  presented 
the  graduating  class  to  the  audience 
and  to  Rabbi  Levinthal  who  awarded 
the  diplomas  to  the  graduates.  Dr. 
Levinthal  called  this  graduation  a 
"double-header,"  since  these  graduates 
have  completed  not  only  their  elemen- 
tary secular  academic  work,  but  their 
elementary  Hebrew  training  as  well. 
He  ofifered  the  prayer  and  hope  that 
the  graduates  will  continue  their  He- 
brew studies  along  with  their  high 
school  and  college  work. 


Scene  jruin  the  Hebrew  playlet  produced  by  the  pupils  of  the  Center  Academy 


CENTER  LIBRARY 

The  library  of  the  Center  circulates 
books  of  Jewish  interest  in  Hebrew, 
English  and  Yiddish.  Members  of  the 
Center  and  their  friends  who  are  in- 
terested in  obtaining  books  for  home 
reading  arc  requested  to  please  see  the 
librarian.  Dr.  Rabinowitz,  who  is  at 
the  library  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays. 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  from  3  .30 
P.M.  to  9:30  P.M.  and  on  Sundays 
from  10  :30  A.M.  to  3  :30  P.M. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLOSING  EXCERCISES 


Nine  students  were  graduated  from 
the  Center  Sunday  Scliool  at  the  an- 
nual exercises  on  June  1.  1939.  The 
graduates  were :  Phyllis  Baron,  Eve- 
lyn Brook,  Elaine  Burke,  Cecilie  Gold- 
berg, Laurette  Lubin,  Frances  Sani- 
berg,  Shirley  Sholin,  Roslyn  Walder, 
and  Gabriel  Rosenfeld. 

An  interesting  innovation  was  made 
by  the  graduating  class.  It  was  decided 
that  each  graduating  class  select  an 
outstanding  Jewish  figure  symbolizing 
great  Jewish  ideals,  and  discuss  the 
significance  of  this  personality  for 
modern  Jewry.  King  David  was  sel- 
ected because  he  represented  the  hope 
of  the  Jewish  people  that  some  day 
they  would  find  redemption  from 
those  who  seek  their  destruction.  This 
innovation  was  followed  by  gradu- 
ating classes  in  succeeding  }-ears. 

The  closing  program  was  as  follows : 

1.  Pledge 

2.  "Palestine,  My  Palestine" 
School 

3.  Greetings :  Dr.  Israel  H.  Levinthal 

4.  Israel  Accepts  the  Torah 
Mr.  Wiener's  Class 

5.  "Kum  Bachur" 

"Anu  Banu  Arzah" — School 

6.  Ruth  and  Naomi 
Mrs.  Citron's,  Class 

7.  Selection — Rev.  S.  Kantor 

8.  Award  of  Prizes 
Mr.  F.  Schaeffer 
Mr.  K.  Karl  Klein 

9.  Songs — Mr.  Lowenfeld's  Class 

10.  King  David — Graduating  Class 

11.  Award  of  Diplomas 
Rabbi  M.  H.  Lewittes 

12.  "Kin  Kelohenu"— School 

We  decided  to  offer  in  each  class 
two  prizes  and  three  honor  certificates 
for  the  outstanding  students :  The  list 
of  prizes  is  as  follows : 

Kindergarten :  Bernard  Hoenig,  Is- 
rael Hoenig  and  Esther  Bickle ;  First 
Primary :  Harriet  Nelson  and  Ann 
Goldenberg ;  Second  Primary :  Mari- 
lyn Karlin  and  Helen  Ginandes ;  First 
Regular  A :  Lora  Shapiro  and  Leah 
Green ;  First  Regular :  Anita  Kasnetz 
and  Elaine  Rappaport ;  First  Rapid 
Advance :  Carol  Leavitt  and  Diana 
Abrams ;  Second  Regular :  Lila  Shube 
and  Fannie  Wecht ;  Second  Rapid  Ad- 
vance :  Selma  Farber  and  Mildred 
Wegbreit ;  Fifth  Regular :  Helen  Feil- 
er  and  Florence  Dworkin,  and  a  spe- 
cial prize  awarded  by  the  instructor 
to  Rita  Berger ;  and  in  the  Graduating 


Class  to  Frances  Samberg  and  Roslyn 
Walder. 

The  list  of  honor  certificates  is  as 
follows : 

Kindergarten :  Leonard  Levy,  Rob- 
ert Samuel,  Marcia  Spevak  and  Nor- 
ma Heiman  ;  First  Primary  :  Sara  Le- 
vin, Louis  Soloway  and  Riva  Isaaco- 
witz  ;  Second  Primary  :  Phyllis  Cantor, 
Joseph  Buchman  and  Elaine  Levy ; 
First  Regular  A :  Marcia  Forin,  Toby 
Kantrowitz,    and    Marcia     Siskind ; 


First  Regular:  Elaine  Hornick,  Rita 
Gleissner,  and  Saundre  Rosenfeld; 
First  Rapid  Advance:  Felice  Albert 
and  Winifred  Sherman;  Second  Re- 
gular: Rita  Rabinowitz,  Alice  Stein- 
berg and  Elaine  Cantor;  Second  Ra- 
pid Advance:  Marion  Erenstoft,  Eve- 
lyn Goldwasser  and  Anita  Weingar- 
ten  ;  Fifth  Regular  :  Betty  Joseph ;  and 
in  the  Graduating  Class  to  Shirley 
Sholin  and  Gabriel  Rosenfeld. 

The  Sunday  School  is  under  the  di- 
rection of  Rabbi  Mordecai  H.  Lew- 
ittes. 


HEBREV/  SCHOOL  HAS  IMPRESSIVE  GRADUATION 


Left  to  light.  Seated — Jean  Siissiiian,  Marilyn  Sorsclier,  Klioda  Podolsky,  Helen 
Bresler.  Standing — Samuel  EJircnJialt,  Selma  Slipyan,  Betty  Kaufman,  Ben- 
jamin Zirn. 


This  year's  graduation  of  our  after- 
noon Hebrew  School  was  one  of  the 
most  impressive  ever  held.  The  exer- 
cises took  place  in  our  Main  Syna- 
gogue on  Monday  evening,  June  5th 
and  were  attended  by  a  very  large 
gathering  of  interested  men  and  wo- 
men. The  occasion  was  also  graced  by 
the  presence  of  a  number  of  former 
graduates  of  our  Hebrew  School, 
many  of  whom  today  occupy  fine  posi- 
tions in  our  communal  life. 

The  world  famous  cantor,  Rev.  Za- 
vil  Kwartin,  accompanied  on  the  piano 
by  Mr.  Zalis,  rendered  a  delightful 
program  which  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  those  present.  A  unique  fea- 
ture of  the  program  was  the  address 


delivered  by  Miss  Helen  H.  Levinthal, 
a  member  of  the  first  class  to  be  grad- 
uated from  our  Hebrew  School,  and 
who  just  recently  graduated  from  the 
Jewish  Institute  of  Religion.  Her  ad- 
dress was  well  received  by  the  audi- 
ence and  the  graduates  and  made  a 
deep  impression  upon  them  all. 

Two  gold  medals,  presented  by  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Hyman  Rachmil,  were 
awarded  to  Helen  Bresler,  and  Selma 
Slipyan,  both  of  whom  had  equally 
high  records  in  their  studies.  The  Sis- 
terhood of  our  Center  and  the  Parent- 
Teachers  Association  both  presented 
gifts  to  all  the  graduates — Bibles  to 
the  girls  and  Chief  Rabbi  Hertz's 
Book  of  Jewish  Thoughts  to  the  boys. 
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The  following  is  the  list  of  gradu- 
ates : 

Regular  Course 

Helen  Bresler.  Samuel  Ehrenhalt, 
Selma  Slipyan,  Marilyn  Sorscher,  and 
Benjamin  Zirn. 

Special  Course 

Betty  Kaufman,  Rhoda  Padolsky, 
and  Jean  Sussman. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

The  following  have  applied  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center: 

Brandwein,  Ray 
Unmarried 

Res.  320  Sterling  St. 
Dawson,  Julius 
Married 

Res.  554  Montgomery  St. 
Proposed  by  Dr.  Reuben  Finkelstein 

Glazer,  Irving 

Geologist  Unmarried 

Res.  969  Carroll  St. 
Klein,  Murray  E. 

Pharmacist  Married 

Res.  951  Carroll  St. 

Bus.  888  Franklin  Ave. 

Proposed  by  Albert  Joley 
Richman,  Joseph 

Children's  Coats  Married 

Res.  960  Sterling  Place 

Bus.  545  Eighth  Ave. 

Proposed  by  Jacob  S.  Doner 

Spitz,  Max 

Florist  Unmarried 

Res.  1667  President  St. 

Bus.  1685  Pitkin  Ave. 

Proposed  by  Samuel  L.  Peckman 
and  Joseph  Goldberg 
Tabor,  Alfred 

Real  Estate  Unmarried 

Res.  629  Montgomery  St. 

Bus. — Same 

Proposed  by  Joseph  Tabor 


The  following  have  applied  for  rein- 
statement in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Cen- 
ter: 

Orlin,  Alfred 
Loans  Married 
Res.  375  Lincoln  Place 
Bus.  131  W.  42nd  St. 
Schlusselberg,  Abraham 
Bath  Robes  Married 
Res.  45  Parade  Place 
Bus.  32  E.  31st  St. 


SPITZ  FAMILY  PRESENT  MIDRASH 
TRANSLATION  TO  LIBRARY 

In  answer  to  our  Rabbi's  request 
published  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Re- 
view, the  family  of  the  sainted  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hyman  Spitz  have  presented 
to  the  Center  Library,  in  memory  of 
their  deceased  parents,  the  ten  volumes 
of  the  new  English  translation  of  the 
entire  Midrash,  published  by  the  Son- 
cino  Press  in  England. 

This  work,  which  is  edited  by  a 
group  of  leading  Jewish  scholars,  is 
valuable  to  all  Jews  who  are  interested 
in  familiarizing  themselves  with  the 
rich  store-house  of  Jewish  folk-lore, 
which  is  embodied  in  the  Midrash. 

The  Library  Committee  is  grateful 
to  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spitz 
for  this  fine  gift,  which  will  serve  as 
a  beautiful  memorial  to  their  beloved 
parents. 


OTHER  ADDITIONS  TO 
CENTER  LIBRARY 

Days  of   Our  Years — Pierre  Van 
Paasen 

Home  at  Last — Ernst  Harthern 
The  Answer — Ludwig  Lewisohn 
While  England  Slept — Winston 
Churchill 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  GIFTS 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  gifts  from  the  following: 

Library 

Diana  Abrams 
Maurice  Bernhardt 
Harry  A.  Freedman 
Berenica  Grayzel 
Harry  A.  Harrison 
Louis  Parnes 
Benjamin  Plotle 

Sisterhood  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Uran,  in 
honor  of  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their  son 
Irwin  on  May  13th,  1939. 

Prayer  Books 

Mrs.  Lena  Boskowitz 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Posner 

Talelsim 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Uran,  in 
honor  of  their  son's  Bar  Mitzvah. 


Camp  Lexington 

A  Progressive  Camp  for 
Boys  and  Girls 
• 

•  18th  SUMMER 

•  KOSHER  FOOD 

•  COMPETENT  STAFF 

•  NEW  BUNGALOWS 

•  CULTURAL  PROGRAM 

•  MODERATE  FEE 

Camp  Directors  should  be  considered 
OS  a  sort  oi  "third  parent."  The  Doc- 
torow  Family  virtually  adopt  each 
camper  for  the  span  oi  the  camp  sea- 
son and  foster  them  with  an  interest 
which  would  bespeok  parenthood. 

• 

May  we  show  you  a  moving  picture 
oi  camp  activities  at  your  home? 

• 

Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  A.  DOCTOROW 

Phone:  SLocum  6-2505 


THE  JEWISH  PUBLICATION 
SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 

A  Non-Profit  Making  Organization 


Publishes  Jewish  books  which  should 
be  in  every  Jewish  home. 

Some  of  the  most  notable  books  in 
Jewish  literature  have  been  pub- 
lished by  this  Society. 


Membership  fee  is  $5.00 
per  year  and  up 

Tills  fee  entitles  you  to  three  valu- 
able books  published  during  the 
year,  without  further  charge. 

Start  to  build  a  Jewish  Library  in  your 
home  by  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Jewish  Publication  Society. 


RABBI  LOUIS  J.  HAAS 

Representative  of  the  Society,  is 
now  visiting  Brooklyn  to  enlist 
new  members. 

• 

Send  in  your  subscription  to  Rabbi 
Haas  in  care  of  the  Center. 
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NEW  YEAR'S 
GREETINGS 


Express  your  New  Year's  greetings 
through  the  1939  Rosh  Hashona  Issue 
of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review. 

This  is  the  modem  way  of  conveying 
your  good  wishes  to  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, and  the  cost  is  surprisingly  low — 
$2,  $3,  $5  and  over,  depending  upon 
space  desired. 

PLACE  YOUR  ORDERS  NOW 


NOTICE 

This  is  the  final  publication  cover- 
ing Center  activities  for  tlie  1938-1939 
season. 

The  publication  of  the  weekly  Bul- 
letin and  monthly  Rcviczv  will  be  re- 
sumed early  in  September.  Center 
members  will  be  kept  informed  of  any 
news  of  interest  to  them  by  means  of 
special  notices  which  will  be  mailed 
during  the  summer  months. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  extend 
to  our  entire  membership  best  wishes 
for  a  healthy  and  enjoyable  vacation. 


BON  VOYAGE 

Mr.  Mordecai  Halevi.  head  instruc- 
tor of  our  Hebrew  School  is  leaving 
for  Palestine  on  the  S.S.  Aquitania, 


NOW  AVAILABLE 

AN  EXCELLENT  UNABRIDGED 
ENGLISH  TRANSLATION  OF 

THE  TALMUD 
and  MIDRASH 

with  introduction,  notes, 
glossary  and  indices. 

Special  Discount  to  Center  Members 
Published  by  Soncino  Press,  London 


Distributor: 

H.  SCHARAGA 

334  CROWN  STREET 
SLocum  6-6087 


on  June  28th.  We  extend  to  Mr. 
Halevi  our  best  wishes  for  a  happy 
journey  and  a  safe  return  in  our  midst. 


GYM  AND  BATH  SCHEDULE 
FOR  JULY  4+h 

The  lioliday  schedule  will  prevail  on 
Tues.,  July  4th  (Independence  Day). 
The  gym  and  baths  will  be  open  to 
men  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  and  for 
boys  from  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

The  summer  schedule  will  prevail 
during  the  months  of  July  and  Au- 
gust. The  department  will  be  closed 
(luring  the  "nine  days"  preceding  the 
fast  of  Tisha  B'ab.  The  exact  dates 
of  closing  and  reopening  of  the  Gym 
!ind  Baths  will  be  announced  later. 


500  ST.  JOHNS  PLACE 

near  Washington  Ave. 

(Botanic  Gardens) 
• 

Six  story  Modem  Elevator 
Building 

24  hour  service — free  electricity 

11/2  -21/2  -3  and 
4  Rooms  (2  baths) 
6  Rooms  (2  baths) 

Rent  $40  and  up 


STerling  3-9691 


TRiangle  5- 1771 


PARKLANE  GARDENS 

16  Court  Street 


URGE  YOUR  FRIENDS 
TO  JOIN  THE  CENTER 
MEMBERSHIP 

Most  of  the  members  of  the  Center 
regard  it  a  privilege  to  be  affiliated 
mth  one  of  the  leading  Jewish  insti- 
tutions in  the  country.  Extend  this  pri- 
vilege to  your  friends  and  enroll  them 
as  members  of  the  Center  and  thus 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  the 
fine  facilities  of  the  institution  and  to 
participate  in  its  numerous  activities. 

The  rates  are  moderate: 

$50  per  year  per  family 

$37.50  per  year  for  unmar- 
ried members. 

$25.00  per  year  for  girls. 

Membership  in  the  Center  entitles 
you  to  enjoy  the  many  activities  of  the 
Institution  —  religious,  educational,  so- 
ciol  and  recreational. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

We  regretfully  announce  the  pass- 
ing on  Monday,  June  19th,  of  our 
member 

Mr.  Upttrg  Sirli 

of  1429  President  Street. 

We  extend  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased our  sincere  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy and  condolence. 


CONDOLENCES 

We  hereby  extend  our  sincere  ex- 
pressions of  sympathy  ond  condolence 
to  the  following  Center  members : 

Mr.  Saul  Kaplan  of  960  Sterling 
Place,  upon  the  loss  of  his  mother  on 
June  1st. 

Mr.  Harold  Bregstein  of  1395  Presi- 
dent St.  upon  the  loss  of  his  father, 
Nathan  Bregstein,  on  June  10th. 


po] 
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LIBERTY  OF  SPEECH 

{Contitiucd  jrom  page  3) 
posal  to  eliminate  from  the  mails  any- 
thing that  is  written  either  with  the 
clear  intent  or  with  the  probable  re- 
sult of  stirring  up  race  hatred  on  a 
basis  of  falsehood.  Why  should  Uncle 
Sam,  who  refuses  to  transport  obscene 
literature,  continue  to  serve  as  a  will- 
ing partner  of  Fritz  Kuhn  and  co- 
operate with  him  in  the  distribution  of 
poison  and  filth?  Then,  there  is  an- 
other kind  of  restriction  that  is  need- 
ed : — establishing  in  law  the  fact  of 
libel  against  groups  as  well  as  indi- 
viduals. If  it  is  unlawful  to  defame  the 
character  and  deface  the  reputation  of 
one  individual,  then  why  not  of  a 
group  of  individuals?  What  kind  of 
logic  makes  crime  against  one  wrong 
and  the  same  crime  against  many 
right  ?  Remember : — back  in  the  20's 
it  was  only  a  lawsuit  which  stopped 
Henry  Ford  and  his  Dearborn  Inde- 
pendent. Today,  too,  it  may  be  only  a 
lawsuit,  it  may  be  only  the  fact  of  legal 
responsibility  for  obvious  and  damag- 
ing falsehood,  which  will  stop  those 
who  are  far  more  dangerous  than 
Ford  was.  Our  task  is  to  make  such  a 
lawsuit  possible. 

It  will  be  a  most  difficult  challenge 
to  write  such  legislation  as  this  skill- 
fully and  safely.  Denying  the  dangers 
would  be  foolish.  But  enervating  in- 
action would  be  more  than  foolish, — 
it  would  be  suicidal  and  stupid.  Bet- 
ter by  far  that  at  least  an  honest  eflfort 
should  be  made  than  that  we  should 
continue  our  debating  and  maintain 
the  pristine  purity  of  our  principles 
until  we  win  another  glorious  moral 
victory  by  sufifering  the  fate  of  Wei- 
mar and  of  Madrid. 

From  our  former  notion  about  ab- 
solute freedom  without  exceptions,  to 
the  conclusion  of  these  paragraphs  is 
not  a  simple  or  easy  jaunt.  But  then, 
in  1939,  life  itself  is  neither  simple  nor 
easy.  Above  all,  our  world  is  no  long- 
er one  of  absolutes.  Perhaps  the  only 
absolute  left  for  us  Liberals  is  the  ab- 
solute imperative  of  preserving  demo- 
cracy (read:  civilization)  at  whatever 
the  cost.  In  trying  to  do  that,  we  may 
have  to  apply  certain  restrictions  which 
were  utterly  hateful  to  us  yesterday 
and  will  be  again — pray  God — tomor- 
row.   

THE  FIRST  WOMAN  TO  COM- 
PLETE A  RABBINICAL  COURSE 

{Continued  from  page  11) 
phrase  "proud  to  be  a  Jew"  would 
have   an    overwhelming  significance. 


The  Copley  Plaza 

41  EASTERN  PARKWAY 
facing  the  new  million-dollar 
playground  and  new  library 

NOW  RENTING 
Penthouse  (Seven  Rooms)  and 
Five  and  Seven-Room  Suites 


Emdee  Mcmagement  Corp. 
587  Flatbush  Avenue 

Morris  Dlugasch,  President 

Telephone:  INg.  2-7000 


Also  2  and  3  Room  Apartments 
At  1015  WASHINGTON  AVENUE 

Opposite  Botanical  Gardens 
and 

At  832  OCEAN  AVENUE 


She  would  wish  to  lead  them  into 
some  activity  which  would  express 
their  Jewishness  and  help  to  integrate 
the  race. 

And  also  she  would  like  to  teach 
them  that  background  of  Judaism 
which  would  bring  them  into  closer 
harmony  with  the  creed  which  has 
given  the  world  so  many  ideal  prin- 
ciples of  conduct. 

This  is  what  she  most  wants  to  do, 
and  she  hopes  that  the  opportunity 
will  come  to  her  to  realize  her  am- 
bition. 

Without  doubt  she  has  the  poten- 
tialities to  make  her  very  influential. 
Her  word  can  carry  great  weight  with 
those  of  her  generation,  for  she  is  so 
much  a  part  of  it. 

Today.  Helen  Levinthal  is  the  first 
woman  to  complete  a  rabbinical  course. 
Tomorrow  she  may  be  a  leader  in  the 
temples,  if  not  the  pulpits,  of  her 
people.  — J-  K.  


CENTER  ACADEMY 

of 

The  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center 

Chartered  by  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York 

A  PROGRESSIVE  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL  .  .  .  COMPLETE  CURRICU- 
LUM from  KINDERGARTEN  to  OGHTH 
GRADE,  INCLUDING  ARTS,  CRAFTS 
□nd  SCIENCE  .  .  .  COMBINED  V^TH  A 
FUNDAMENTAL  EDUCATION  IN  HE- 
BREW and  JEWISH  CULTURE. 


ADVANCE  NOTICES 


Sisterhood  Luncheon  and 

Fashion  Show 
Wed.  Afternoon,  Nov.  8th 

Mrs.  Wm.  I.  Siegel,  Chairman 

ANNUAL  CONCERT 

at  the 

Metropolitan  Opera  House 
Sunday  Evening,  Dec.  10th 


Center  Hebrew  School 

The  Daily  Hebrew  School 
oi  the  Center  which  meets 
afternoons  &  Sunday  morn- 
ings is  now  open  for  regis- 
tration of  children  —  boys 
and  girls,  for  the  coming 
Fall  term.  The  rotes  are  mod- 
erate and  within  the  reach 
of  the  average  Jewish  par- 
ent. Our  school  which  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  city  gives  its  pupils  an 
excellent  Jewish  training. 
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"HE  SERVED  ENGLAND  AS  V 

{Cont'niucd 

The  fact  that  DisracH  contrilnited  to 
the  restitution  of  the  human  rights  of 
the  Jews  of  England  and  Europe,  that 
lie  had  Zionist  dreams,  that  he  wrote 
admirahle  pages  on  the  Jewish  posi- 
tion in  the  Gentile  world,  pages  in 
which  a  languishing  Jewish  reader 
may  find  comfort  does  not  make  him 
Jewish.  Neither  does  his  freedona  from 
apology  and  his  dignified  stand  against 
vulgar  clamor  hecause  of  his  Jewish 
descent  bring  him  into  the  Jewish 
family.  Such  an  attitude  is  a  normal 
one  for  self-respecting  people. 

While  Disraeli's  criticism  of  the 
Christian  attitude  towards  Jews  was 
incisive,  his  ideas  about  Jews  and 
Judaism  were  not  Jewish.  The  import- 
ance he  assigned  to  the  racial  factor 
is  unknown  to  Judaism.  History  and 
anthropology  give  an  absolute  denial 
to  his  assumption  that  the  Jews  are 
an  "unmixed  Hebrew  race."  It  sounds 
rather  odd  that  Disraeli  who  insisted 
so  strongly  upon  the  spiritual  nature 
of  man  should  put  so  much  stress 
upon  the  purely  physical  phenomenon 
of  race. 

Disraeli's  Jewishness  lies  in  his  fate, 
in  his  struggle  for  recognition,  and  in 
his  appalling  waste  of  genius — the  pen- 
alty for  belonging  to  a  disinherited 
people.  Disappointed  by  this  experi- 
ence, he  realized  the  position  of  the 
Jews  in  the  Gentile  world,  and  frank- 
ly exposed  it. 

His  Jewish  origin  was  a  sinister  fac- 
tor during  his  life  and  after  his  death. 
As  Mr.  Monypenny  concludes :  "The 
fundamental  fact  about  Disraeli  was 
that  he  was  a  Jew,"  that  to  his  Gen- 
tile countrymen  "he  seemed  through- 
out life  never  to  be  quite  of  the  na- 
tion which  he  loved,  served,  and  gov- 
erned." He  came  to  power  too  late, 
when  the  time  for  real  action  had  al- 
ready passed.  His  genius  was  frustrat- 
ed, but  as  another  biographer  expresses 
it,  "he  served  England  as  well  as  she 
allowed  him." 

No  better  Jewish  epitaph  for  Dis- 
raeli can  be  found  than  this  passage 
from  his  "Contarini  Fleming" : 

"Yet  if  I  am  to  be  remembered,  let 
me  be  remembered  as  one,  who,  in  a 
sad  night  of  gloomy  ignorance  and 
savage  bigotry,  was  prescient  to  the 
flaming  morning-break  of  bright  phil- 
osophy, as  one  who  deeply  sympa- 
thized with  his  fellow-men  and  felt  a 


/ELL  AS  SHE  ALLOWED  HIM" 

'rom  page  10) 

proud  and  profound  conviction  of 
tlieir  perfectibility ;  as  one  who  de- 
voted himself  to  the  amelioration  of 
his  kind,  by  the  destruction  of  error 
and  propagation  of  truth." 

*      *  * 

Two  weeks  after  Disraeli's  death 
Russia  inaugurated  a  policy  of  po- 
groms, physical  extermination,  and 
economic  ruination  of  the  Jews.  In  the 
same  year  Germany  founded  her  ig- 
noble "science"  of  anti-Semitism,  com- 
bining pogroms  with  mental  and  moral 
tortures. 

Disraeli  predicted  the  results  of  im- 
moral political  teachings.  His  monster 
"human  progeny"  is  now  at  work. 

THE  DEATH  OF 
ERNST  TOLLER 

{Continued  from  page  8) 

doubt  that  it  was  in  a  fit  of  inordinate 
pessimism  that  he  took  his  life? 

But  Ernst  Toller  lives  on,  though 
his  body  is  no  more.  Not  only  will  he 
be  remembered  as  a  great  dramatist 
whose  plays  are  produced  everywhere 
in  the  civilized  world.  Not  only  will 
the  Scandinavian  countries  regard  him 
as  one  of  its  most  loved  heroes.  Not 
only  will  he  be  recalled  as  the  apostle 
of  Expressionism  in  drama.  He  will 
be  thought  of  most  as  the  champion 
of  liberty  and  equality  for  all.  His  life 
adorns  a  moral  and  points  a  tale.  The 
moral  is  that  all  those  who  realize  what 
killed  Toller  shall  never  rest  in  fight- 
ing the  barbarian  that  killed  him — the 
Nazi  pest.  As  Erika  and  Klaus  Mann 
put  it  succintly : 

"Many  members  of  the  great  family 
of  exiles  have  gone  home  to  be  at 
peace.  How  shall  we,  condemned — or 
reprieved  —  to  life,  best  honor  the 
memory  of  those  who  have  passed  on  ? 
By  continuing  to  love  and  defend  what 
they  loved  and  defended,  by  hating 
and  condemning  what  they  hated  and 
condemned,  and  by  upholding,  as  long 
as  we  have  strength,  the  flag  which 
sank  from  the  mortally  weary  hands 
of  those  we  loved." 


IRVING  FINEMAN'S 
"DR.  ADDAMS" 

(Continued  from  page  12) 
Fineman  that  he  has  fearlessly  taken 
up  this  challenging  problem  and  given 


it  thorough  treatment.  In  a  sense, 
the  problem  he  presents  is  a  universal 
one.  Every  individual  must  ask  him- 
self the  meaning  of  love  and  marriage, 
and  every  individual  must  discover  the 
answer  for  himself. 

Irene's  and  Dr.  Addams'  way  of 
living  clearly  symbolizes  for  Fineman 
the  negative,  repugnant  side  of  love 
and  marriage.  Ostensibly  he  is  more 
in  sympathy  with  the  Dr.  Kohns  and 
Dr.  Hansens.  Being  Jewish  himself — 
he  will  be  remembered  as  the  author 
of  "Hear,  Ye  Sons"  —  Fineman  be- 
lieves that  an  important  phase  of  Jew- 
ish tradition  has  been  a  belief  in  the 
sanctity  of  the  institutions  of  marriage 
and  the  family.  His  Dr.  Kohn  stands 
forth  as  a  representative  of  this  tradi- 
tion. Being  progressive,  Fineman  does 
not  wish  it  believed  that  progressive 
ideas  mean  necessarily  a  break  with 
tradition.  Dr.  Hansen  stands  unmis- 
takably for  progress  and  at  the  same 
time  steadfastly  believes  in  love  and 
marriage. 

Irving  Fineman  has  created  a  work 
that  places  him  definitely  among  our 
most  important  novelists. 


A  NEV/  BOOK  BY 
DR.  GOLDMAN 

(Continued  jrom  page  6) 

the  Rabbinate  in  America,  the  Reli- 
gion of  Einstein,  or  indulges  in  por- 
trayals of  a  Stephen  S.  Wise  or  other 
personalities,  there  is  in  all  of  these 
chapters  striking  observations,  beauti- 
ful thoughts,  and  fine  use  of  Rabbinic 
and  classic  references  that  hold  the 
reader's  attention  from  cover  to  cov- 
er. Goldman  is  blessed  with  a  facile 
pen  and  an  admirable  style.  He  is 
master  of  happy  epigram  and  pithy 
sayings.  "One  touch  of  panic  makes 
the  whole  world  barbarian."  "Our 
opinions  are  too  frequently  the  grand- 
children of  Occidental  anti-Semitism 
and  the  children  of  Semitic  super- 
ficiality." "The  irritating  voice  of  pro- 
phecy has  been  all  but  banished  from 
the  pulpit ;  the  convincing  utterance 
of  scholarship  has  become  a  rarity. 
Opiates  and  platitudes  buttress  many 
a  reputation." 

"Crisis  and  Decision"  should  be 
read  by  Jew  and  Gentile  alike,  by 
those  who  desire  to  obtain  a  clearer 
understanding  and  finer  appreciation 
of  the  role  of  the  Jew  in  this  mad 
world  in  which  we  live  today. 
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THE  STRANGE  CASE  OF  ESTHER  BRANDO 

(Continued  from  page  9) 


stay  at  the  institution.  She  was  next 
placed  with  a  pious  private  family, 
and  then  under  the  care  of  the  prison 
matron,  but  all  to  no  avail. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Colonial 
ministry  and  dated  Sept,  27th,  1739, 
more  than  a  year  after  Esther's  land- 
ing in  Canada,  the  Intendant-General 
Accard  wrote  as  follows : 

"She  is  abnormal  to  such  an  extent 
that  she  couldn't  accommodate  herself 
either  at  the  General  Hospital  or  at 
the  private  homes  to  which  I  sent  her. 
Lately  she  has  been  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  prison  matron.  Her  gen- 
eral conduct  is  not  at  all  bad,  but  she 
is  so  far  an  unknown  quantity  that 
while  at  certain  times  she  is  exceed- 
ingly attentive,  at  others  she  is  equally 
as  unresponsive  to  the  teachings  of  her 
zealous  spiritual  mentors." 

Endeavoring  to  fathom  the  baffling 
quality  of  her  personality,  the  Inten- 
dant  turned  for  information  to  the 
Mayor  of  her  native  Bayonne,  who 
replied  that  "David  Brando,  the  Jew 
of  Bayonne,  had  informed  him  'that 
he  had  eight  other  children  living,  be- 
side several  who  died,'  and  is  unable 
to  furnish  any  further  information 
about  his  daughter."  He  himself 
thought  that  "perhaps  Esther  is  but  a 
natural  child  of  David  Brando,"  hence 
her  proneness  to  wander  away  from 
his  household  and  the  unexplained 
strangeness  of  her  behavior. 

After  a  lapse  of  more  than  a  year 
of  exhaustive  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Canadian  civil  and  religious  authori- 
ties to  convert  this  unique  immigrant, 
and  a  copious  correspondence  with  the 
home  authorities,  the  Intendant-Gen- 
eral duly  wrote  to  the  Colonial  Min- 
ister: "I  have  no  choice  left  but  to 
send  her  back,"  which  he  accordingly 
did.  And  thus  ended  the  remarkable 
adventure  of  the  first  Jewish  immi- 
grant to  enter  Canada,  the  adventure 
of  one  who  was  a  compound  of  the 
strangest  contradictions ;  a  vagabond 
and  adventurer  who  apparently  sought 
to  escape  from  her  people  and  who 
yet  shrunk  from  the  final  consumma- 
tion of  the  deed  and  was  thereby  de- 
nied entry  into  the  land  of  promise 
after  undergoing  untold  hardships  to 
reach  it. 

For  those  who  would  like  to  follow 
Esther's  adventures  as  they  were  of- 
ficially recorded  here  is  an  excerpt 
from  the  deposition  made  by  her  be- 


fore the  authorities  at  Quebec  in 
1738: 

"On  this,  the  15th  of  Sept.  1738, 
there  appeared  before  us,  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Fleet  (charged  with 
the  supervision  of  the  Seaport  of 
Quebec).  Esther  Brando,  about  20 
years  old,  who  sailed  from  La  Ro- 
chelle  as  a  passenger  attired  in  male 
attire  under  the  name  of  Jacques  La 
Forge  on  the  ship  St.  Michel  under 
the  command  of  M.  Salaberi,  and  in- 
formed us  that  her  real  name  was  Es- 
ther Brando,  daughter  of  David  Bran- 
do, a  Jew  by  nationality,  a  merchant 
of  St.  Esprit,  in  the  church  district 
of  Dux  near  Bayonne,  and  that  she  is 
a  Jewess  by  religion. 

"That  five  years  ago  her  father  and 
mother  put  her  on  board  a  Dutch  boat 
under  Capt.  Jefferie  in  order  to  send 
her  to  her  aunt  at  Amsterdam  and  to 
her  brother,  and  that  after  the  ship 
sailed  it  had  been  wrecked  on  the  sand 
bank  of  Bayonne  in  either  April  or 
May  1733,  she  had  been  fortunately 
saved  and  brought  to  shore  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  crew ;  that  she  then  was 
taken  in  by  Catherine  Chourioux,  a 
widow  living  at  Biarritz. 

"That  she  departed  five  days  later, 
attired  in  male  clothing,  for  Bordeaux 
where  she  shipped  as  a  cook  under  the 
name  of  Pierre  Mosiette  on  a  ship 
sailing  to  Nantes  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Bernard ;  that  she  returned 
on  this  ship  to  Bordeaux,  where  she 
secured  the  position  of  cook  on  a 
Spanish  vessel  under  Capt.  Antoine 
sailing  for  Nantes ;  that  arriving  at 
Nantes  she  deserted  ship  and  went  to 
Rennes  where  she  engaged  herself  as 
apprentice  to  a  tailor  by  the  name  of 
Augustine,  serving  him  for  six  months. 

"That  from  Rennes  she  went  to 
Claussone  where  she  took  service  with 
the  De  Colles  Church,  also  to  run  er- 
rands, remaining  for  three  months  at 
this  church,  abandoning  it  without 
leave,  in  order  to  go  to  St.  Mallo 
where  she  found  shelter  with  a  baker- 
woman  named  Peron  living  near  the 
Great  Gate,  with  whom  she  stayed  for 
five  months,  rendering  service,  and 
that  she  then  went  to  Vitry  to  seek 
for  a  situtaion. 

"There  she  took  service  with  a  cer- 
tain De  la  Chappelle,  a  retired  Cap- 
tain of  the  King's  Infantry  regiment, 
whom  she  served  for  about  ten  or 
eleven  months  as  valet;  that  she  left 


this  place  because  her  health  didn't 
permit  her  to  serve  further  this  De  la 
Chappelle,  who  was  always  ailing. 

"When  the  named  Esther  Brando 
returned  to  Nantes  she  was  detained 
as  a  thief,  arrested  by  the  police  of 
Goisell,  by  whom  she  was  released  af- 
ter twenty-four  hours  because  they 
had  discovered  that  they  had  made  a 
mistake. 

"She  then  went  on  to  La  Rochelle, 
where  she  adopted  the  name  of  Jac- 
ques La  Forge,  and  took  passage  on 
the  ship  St.  Michel. 

"After  this  declaration  we  requested 
the  named  Esther  Brando  to  inform 
us  of  her  reason  for  hiding  her  sex 
for  five  years,"  in  reply  to  which  she 
made  her  deposition  as  already  quot- 
ed above. 

It  needs  to  be  added  that  Esther 
Brando,  like  the  rest  of  the  Jews  set- 
tled at  Bordeaux,  likely  was  of  Mar- 
rano  origin.  Hence,  both  the  ease  with 
which  she  was  able  to  masquerade  as 
a  Christian  as  well  as  her  ultimate  re- 
luctance to  undergo  baptism  after  hav- 
ing been  so  greatly  fascinated  with  the 
Christian  atmosphere  and  mode  of 
living. 


ANOTHER  REQUEST 
BY  DR.  LEVINTHAL 

I AM  extremely  anxious  to  enrich 
our  Center  Library  with  the  com- 
plete set  of  the  new  English  transla- 
tion of  the  Talmud,  now  being  pub- 
lished by  the  Soncino  Press  in  Lon- 
don. The  entire  work  is  published  in 
four  sections,  each  section  consisting 
of  eight  volumes,  and  the  full  set  com- 
prising 32  volumes. 

We  have  now  the  first  section  of 
eight  volumes,  presented  to  the  library 
by  Mr.  Leo  Weitz.  If  anyone  would 
like  to  donate  a  suitable  gift  as  a 
memorial  to  a  departed  beloved  one, 
I  can  think  of  no  finer  memorial  than 
these  books  of  the  Talmud.  An  appro- 
priate inscription  will,  of  course,  be 
noted  in  the  books,  which  will  make 
the  memorial  an  even  more  effective 
one. 

I  will  be  glad  to  discuss  this  request 
with  anyone  interested,  and  hope  that 
I  shall  get  the  same  favorable  re- 
sponse that  I  received  to  my  previous 
request  for  a  copy  of  the  Midrash. 

Israel  H.  Levinthal 
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Th  e 

Jewish  Memorial  Chapel 

"Brooklyn's  Most  Beautiful  Funeral  Home" 


MISIKOFF  BROS. 
Fimercd  Directors 


1406  PITKIN  AVE. 

At  Eastern  Parkway 
PRes.  3-4100 


Members  of  tfie  Brooklyn  Jewisft  Center 


FOR  RENT 


2,  3,  31/2,  4  and 
41/2  (2  Baths) 

APARTMENTS 

Reasonable  Rental 

Fine  Locations 


For  Further  iziiorniatlon,  telephone 

HYMAN  AARON 

TR.  5-2660 
After  6  P.  M.  Telephone  PR.  4-5561 


^685  PITKIN  AVE 
BROOKLYN.  N  Y. 

WEDDING 
DECORATIONS 
Our  Specialty 

• 

We  Carry  a  Complete 
Line  of 

FRUIT  BASKETS 
for  every  occasion 

• 

THE  BROOKLYN  JEWISH  CENTER'S 
OFFICIAL  FLORIST 

Telephone  Dickens  2-4000 


mEMO  TO  WORLD'S 
FAIR  VISITORS 


Men's  UJomen's  and  Children's 
Scientific  Comfort  Shoes 

Tree  Ttlark  Shoe  Co.,  Inc. 

6-8    DELAIICEIJ  STREET 

TIETD  l]ORK 

Cheer  the 

World's  ?alr 

With  Cheerful  Feet  — 

If  you  contemplate  playing  host  to  your  World's  Pair 
guests  and  want  to  remain  fresh  -  cool  -  cmd  com- 
fortable —  better  plaji  to  drop  in  at  Tree  Mark 
•  Shoe  Co.  for  a  pair  of  properly  fitted  comfort  shoes. 

You'll  he  walking  acres  of  ground  in  shoes  that 
sparkle  with  style  —  yet  leave  no  fatigue  strain 
after  miles  of  trottinf  about. 

There  are  many  styles  and  colors  to  choose  from: 
Whites,  Blues,  Browns,  Blacks  -  for  every  summer 
occasion.    Please  remember  too,  that  our  chiropodist 
is  always  in  attendance  and  at  your  service. 

Yours  for  Stylo  and  Comfort, 

TREE  MARK  SHOE  COMPANY. 


P.  S.    Why  not  let  your  World's  Pair  guests  Join 
you  in  sharing  Tree  Mark  Shoe  comfort. 


Telspkona 
QlAMEKCq  1^440 


TREE-MARK  SHOE  COMPANY 

6  DELANCEY  STREET      +      +      +      NEW  YORK  CITY 


